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Week Ending Friday, March 27, 1992 


The President’s News Conference 
With Chancellor Helmut Kohl of 


Germany 
March 22, 1992 


The President. Chancellor Kohl and I had 
a very productive discussion on a wide range 
of the issues that face us in the new era. 
Among them, the American role in Europe; 
support for the democratic revolutions in 
Russia and Eastern Europe; and world trade 
talks. 

We agreed that NATO remains the bed- 
rock of European peace, and there is no sub- 
stitute for our Atlantic link, anchored by a 
strong American military presence in Eu- 
rope, which the Chancellor and I both agreed 
must be maintained. 

In our review of the Uruguay round nego- 
tiations, the Chancellor and I reaffirmed our 
determination to reach an early agreement 
that expands the world trading system. This 
would be a victory for U.S.-European part- 
nership, in promoting free trade, spurring 
economic growth, and creating jobs in the 
U.S., Germany, and all developing countries. 

We also discussed how we can best sup- 
port democracy in the East. We agreed that 
as Russia and other new democracies adopt 
reform programs, we and the rest of the G- 
7 countries should take the lead in expanding 
financial support through the international fi- 
nancial institutions. 

Our talks have shown that the Atlantic 
partnership is as vital and healthy as ever. 
And I’m especially pleased to see the United 
States and Germany are working as closely 
now as we did during the period of German 
unification. 

And finally, on a very personal side, Bar- 
bara and | were just delighted to have this 
time together with Chancellor Kohl, with his 
wife, and it was also a great pleasure to have 
their son up there at Camp David. It was 
a good visit. 

Mr. Chancellor, the floor is yours, sir. 


The Chancellor. Mr. President, Mrs. 
Bush, ladies and gentlemen, I would like to 
take up where you left off, Mr. President, 
and thank you and Mrs. Bush for the very 
warm hospitality with which you received my 
wife, my son, and the members of my delega- 
tion at Camp David. It was a very, very 
friendly meeting, a very personal meeting, a 
very nice coda for these discussions on prob- 
lems of interest to both of us and which will 
be of interest for the very near future. 

One of these issues which we consider to 
be a very important one was the issue of 
GATT. Obviously, I did not come here as 
an official negotiator but as a member or as 
a representative of an EC member country. 
I explained our position on this question once 
again. The negotiations obviously are being 
weighed by the EC Commission, and the EC 
Commission enjoys the full confidence of the 
EC member countries. 

President Bush and I are in agreement 
that it is of paramount importance for world 
economy to come to a successful conclusion 
of the GATT negotiations now. And we are 
in agreement that we have to prevent at all 
costs a fallback into a policy of protectionism. 
We know that it is, particularly at this junc- 
ture, a very important thing that we maintain 
free world trade, that this is very important 
for a good development of the world econ- 
omy. And this is, indeed, one of the main 
reasons why we intend to strengthen GATT. 

And we are also, both of us, very well- 
aware of the fact that the successful conclu- 
sion of the GATT round is also of paramount 
importance for the countries of the Third 
World. And this is why we want to put all 
our efforts into these negotiations in the 
coming weeks and why we want to come to 
a successful conclusion of the GATT round 
at the very latest by the end of April. 

In our talks, we talked, obviously, also 
about the preparaticns leading up to the 
world economic summit meeting in Munich 
in July. And the President supported me in 
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the endeavor that these talks should focus 
more intensively on informal talks and that 
we should give room to the discussions on 
global issues that are of interest to all of us. 

Very important issues for the summit 
meeting in Munich will be, first of all, the 
world economic developments. We want this 
summit to strengthen the trust and con- 
fidence in all countries in the world econ- 
omy. 

Another important subject for Munich will 
be the situation in the Commonwealth of 
Independent States and in the countries of 
Central and Eastern Europe. We will talk in 
Munich particularly about an overall package 
of so-called “help for self-help” where we 
want to draw up a sort of framework for co- 
operation of the West with the C.L.S. 

And a third very important subject, which 
we talked about, is the improvement of co- 
operation of Western industrialized countries 
with the countries of the Third World now 
after the end of the cold war. 

Another important subject we talked about 
in view of the very dramatic changes in the 
successor republics of the former Soviet 
Union and the Commonwealth of Independ- 
ent States was the overall situation there but 
also the relief activities that our two countries 
have already initiated. We just initiated the 
second of these assistance activities, and it 
is the second of the kind. But obviously, we 
cannot go on doing this kind of thing indefi- 
nitely. 

What is important now is to give them a 
sort of a solid program of help or self-help 
where we focus on individual areas, where 
we focus, for example, on agriculture, on im- 
provement of infrastructure, on the improve- 
ment of transport and communication links, 
and where we also concentrate on improving, 
for example, the safety standards of nuclear 
power plants in the former Soviet Union. 

These were just some of the subjects that 
we dealt with during our very long and inten- 
sive discussions during these past 2 days. But 
I would like to mention the most important 
subject at the end of my remarks here: that 
once again, during these 2 days, it became 
apparent that the United States of America 
and reunified Germany are linked by very 
strong bonds of friendship and partnership. 
No matter what will happen in the world, 
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this friendship, this partnership is of existen- 
tial importance for us Germans. In future, 
too, freedom and security of Europe and 
also, therefore, of Germany can be safe- 
guarded by this transatlantic alliance, which 
is why I would like to underline here in 
Washington, in the White House, that for us 
it is a matter of course that this includes also 
a substantial presence of American troops in 
Europe. 

But it is our joint desire that our relation- 
ship will be deepened and widened beyond 
the mere scope of security and military is- 
sues, that we come to even closer relations 
in the cultural field, in the scientific field, 
in research and development, which is why 
I’m very pleased to be able to announce— 
and we have agreed on this—that this year 
we will inaugurate a German-American 
Academy of Sciences. This has never existed, 
to my knowledge, in the United States of 
America, and we have never had this sort 
of link with the United States before or with 
any other country across the Atlantic, for that 
matter. I think that an instrument such as 
this one is of utmost importance, particularly 
for the young generation, for fostering a mu- 
tual understanding of each other. And I 
would now like to issue an invitation to all 
our American friends to participate as guests 
in the German cultural festival that will take 
place here soon and to understand this as 
a sign of sympathy and friendship with the 
American people. 

Mr. President, allow me to thank you once 
again for these days where you once again 
demonstrated your friendship to us, which 
made it possible to meet in this very warm 
and hospitable atmosphere. 

The President. Now, we'll take questions, 
and it would be nice to alternate between 
the Chancellor and me. And so, can we start 
off in a spirit of hospitality for a question 
for the Chancellor? Helen [Helen Thomas, 
United Press International]. 


GATT Talks 


Q. Yes, for both of you. It is well-known 
that you both want a GATT agreement. Was 
anything done? Were any ideas presented to 
make the breakthrough? 

The Chancellor. Obviously, we talked 
about where we are already in agreement and 
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where we still have some questions to solve 
before we can reach agreement. When I get 
back to Bonn, I will call on my European 
colleagues, ond I will call also Jacques 
Delors, as representative of the EC Commis- 
sion. And once again, I will give a full report 
of these 2 days of talks, and we will once 
again try to find out where there is further 
room for negotiations in order to come, then, 
at the end toa compromise. 

And obviously, we're not going to talk 
about the content of these negotiations be- 
cause this is, after all, what negotiations are 
about. You, first of all, negotiate, and then 
you come to some form of content. 

Q. Do you have solid reason for your opti- 
mism? 

The Chancellor. Obviously, when we talk 
about compromise it means that both sides 
have to move. 


Domestic Policy Changes 


Q. Mr. President, in this room on Friday 
you spoke a great deal about change and 
spoke of yourself as a person who wants to 
press for change. You have been President 
and Vice President for 11 years now; before 
that you had a long record as a Washington 
insider. This being the case, how can you 
convincingly pre sent yourself as a candidate 
of change? 

The President. | thought I spelled out the 
other day exactly what I mean by change: 
far better system of education, vast improve- 
ment in many domestic problems, including 
the economy. I made suggestions that I have 
made before, and I'll keep making them to 
try to get the ecemaeny moving. And so, I 
do represent that, and I would like to get 
more cooperation to make the changes pos- 
sible. But I will be prepared to take my case 
to the people in the fall about the future. 


Saddam Hussein 


Q. Mr. President, did you and the Chan- 
cellor have an opportunity to discuss what 
to do with, and to, Saddam Hussein? 

The President. No, we didn’t. We dis- 
cussed about the fact that the United Nations 
resolutions must be implemented in their en- 
— But I don’t think it went beyond that. 

thanked the Chancellor for their support 
seh during the war; I thanked him for his 
total understanding and his cooperation. But 
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we did not go into any details about what 
steps might next be taken. Is that 
The Chancellor. Yes. 


United Nations Environmental 
Conference 


Q. Both of you did not mention the sum- 
mit in Brazil on the environment. Did you 
talk about it, and did you bridge any dif- 
ferences which might have existed? 

The Chancellor. Yes, we talked about this 
subject, too. Obviously, my time here was 
limited, so I didn’t mention all the subjects 
we raised during these 2 days of talks. We 
agreed that we would—obviously also with 
other governments—but first of all we would, 
namely the Government of the Federal Re- 
public of Germany and the Government of 
the United States of America, work very 
closely together in preparing this conference. 

We know how important this conference 
is for many, many countries in the world. And 
obviously, this importance is increased by the 
fact that this conference takes place only a 
few days or weeks before the G-7 summit 
meeting in Munich. And we all know, I think, 
about the difficulty of having to reconcile 
here the expectations of the countries of the 
Third World and, on the other hand, the de- 
termined effort of the industrialized coun- 
tries to indeed come here to program propos- 
als that will preserve what is important for 
all of us, namely Creation. 


[A question was asked in German, and a 
translation was not provided. | 


The Chancellor. There are no dif- 
ferences. There are certain areas where we 
have to exchange views and deepen our 
knowledge about each other’s position a little 
more, but we are in agreement. 


South Africa 


Q. To both gentlemen. I know among your 
many mes. eye you both followed what 


happened in South Africa this week. I won- 
der if either country has any plans to help 
South Africa further now. And are you con- 
fident that foreign investments will be pro- 
tected? 

The President. Let me just say we did 
talk about South Africa a little bit. I think 
we both are very pleased at the changes that 
have taken place there. I didn’t tell Chan- 
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cellor Kohl this, but I did call Mr. de Klerk 
the day after the election to salute him for 
his courageous leadership. And all I can think 
of is that we want to move forward bilaterally, 
the United States and South Africa, just as 
fast as we can. 

There are some technicalities remaining, 
but our relationships have improved dramati- 
cally. And they will improve more under his 
leadership. The job isn’t finished, but he has 
made a courageous start. So, we talked about 
it, and I think we both agreed the progress 
is dramatic. 

Do you want to add? 

The Chancellor. I would like to underline 
here what the President just said. I think 
many people have not quite fully understood 
what a wise political course President de 
Klerk steered here and how courageous he 
was at the same time and how much he 
risked. And I think if we think back to only 
5 years ago, then it becomes apparent what 
a substantial step forward this is. And he de- 
serves every support we can give him. And 
we are in agreement that we want to give 


him this support, each in his own way. 

And at our next summit meeting in Lisbon, 
among the member countries of the EC, we 
will certainly discuss this subject very thor- 
oughly. Let me say that a failure of de Klerk 
at the ballot box would have been indeed a 
catastrophe. 


Nuclear Weapons 


[The following question was asked in Ger- 
man. | 


Q. The question related to the dispute be- 
tween Ukraine and Russia as regards the nu- 
clear weapons and other weapons and the 
distribution of them. 

The Chancellor. This indeed is one of the 
most pressing issues that we have to deal with 
in our contacts with the Commonwealth of 
Independent States because obviously a 
number of these republics have an enormous 
amount, an enormous arsenal of weapons, 
both nuclear and conventional. And I should 
also mention chemical weapons, which un- 
fortunately are fairly often forgotten but 
which also can be used to devastating effect. 
And I think that it must be now in our joint 
interests to come to some form of settlement 
here of this issue. Russia and the Ukraine 
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have to come to some form of arrangement 
between each other so that we achieve a last- 
ing and durable safe situation for all of us. 

And I would like to say here for the Fed- 
eral Government, without wanting to create 
the impression that we want to interfere into 
the internal affairs or infringe on the sov- 
ereignty of any state, that this subject will 
indeed play a role when we discuss aid to 
these former Soviet republics, the republics 
which now form the C.I.S., and that we will 
think of that when we discuss “help for self- 
help.” 

The President. May I only add one thing 
on that, that I did talk to President Kravchuk 
of Ukraine yesterday. And he, knowing I was 
going to meet with Chancellor Kohl, asked 
me to assure the Chancellor that he was 
going to do everything he could to satisfy the 
requirements of the whole world on this 
question of safe disposal of nuclear weapons. 

John [John Cochran, NBC News]? 


Foreign Policy 


Q. A question to both of you about foreign 
policy during an American political year. Mr. 
President, your interest in foreign policy has 
almost become a political albatross around 
your neck. If, for example, there were to be 
a GATT agreement, would you use that to 
say, “Listen, this will prevent a worldwide 
depression, a worldwide trade war; it shows 
that foreign policy is important”? Would you 
be able to use this as a campaign issue? 

And are you concerned about the level of 
debate among Democratic candidates when 
they talk about foreign policy? Do you think 
it’s being ignored so far? 

And Chancellor Kohl, are you concerned 
about the level of debate and the quality of 
debate so far in this election year? Mr. Bush’s 
Republican challenger, for example, has 
shown isolationist trends. Does that concern 
you? 

The President. May | start? Well, in the 
first place, John, that’s a very broad ques- 
tion—[laughter|—and I am convinced that 
foreign policy and world peace is going to 
be a major issue in the fall. 

I was asked the question here about 
change. I think all America rejoices in the 
fact that Germany is unified. I think they re- 
joice in the fact that our children go to sleep 
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at night with a little less fear of nuclear weap- 
ons. You talk about change, this is signific ant. 
I think they rejoice in the fact that Eastern 
Europe is free and democratic. And I think 
they rejoice in the fact, if they think about 
it, that there is significant change in the Mid- 
dle East, where people that were never will- 
ing to talk before are talking. This is signifi- 
cant change, and it is in the interest of the 
United States. 

Now, it has not been on the front burner. 
But clearly, anybody aspiring to the Presi- 
dency is going to have to discuss these mat- 
ters of world peace, national security, and the 
— policy as well. 

, I think you raise an interesting ques- 
Prog and I think the American people would 
agree that that subject of foreign policy and 
of world peace and of change that has hap- 
pened in the last 3 years and, indeed, over 
the last 12 years has been significant. It’s 
been dramatic; the world has dramatically 
changed for the better. And if we’re going 
to be talking about problems in one area or 
another. We’re going to be talking about 
them worldwide. - 

So, I think the debate has not been joined 
on that. I think it isn’t in focus. To some 
degree, I can understand it. When people 
are hurting at home, the Chancellor and I 
talked about this, most of “ig concentration 
is on the domestic economy. But any Presi- 
dential debate about change 
in foreign policy as well as domestic. And 
we are very proud of the changes that have 


1S going to . 


taken place around the world because of 


what we’ve done, what other Presidents be- 
fore me have 
strong, 
States 

So, I think it is an issue 
the 
generic terms, in the of what were 
going to be the issues in the fall. And I told 
him I thought foreign policy was going to 
Is that 
GATT Talks 

Q. Also, will the 
you? 

The President. Well, the GATT agree- 
ment will help the world. And clearly it will 
help the United States, and clearly it will help 


done in keeping this country 
restoring credibility to the United 


And ironically, 


Yhancellor and I did discuss it in very 


sense 


be one. 


GATT agreement help 
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agricultural America. And it will help the 
Third World. Far better than aid programs 
is open trade. And so, it will help everybody. 

But it shouldn’t be viewed in a partisan 
mode. I know we still have some isolationists, 
some protectionists that don’t want to go for- 
ward with these international agreements. 
They are wrong. It is in the interest of our 
country to conclude the GATT agreement. 
It is in the interest of our country to conclude 
a North American free trade agreement. You 
talk about change, there’s something dra- 
matic. 

o, these things are in our interest, and 
I will keep pressing for them, good politics 
or not. They are in the best interest of the 
United States. 

Chancellor? 

The Chancellor. George, I would like to 
add a comment to your response to this ques- 
tion which I consider to be of utmost impor- 
tance for us in Germany and in Europe as 
a whole. Obviously, in an election campaign 
there are a lot of issues that loom large, and 
a lot of them being domestic issues. And I 
certainly don’t want to interfere into your in- 
ternal affairs or into the election campaign. 
But if an American asked my opinion on this, 
I would give him the following answer: I 
would tell him that a destiny of peoples is 
being decided on the foreign policy front and 
that each people that does not understand 
and follow this lesson of history, that it will 
have to pay very dearly for this. 

And for a people such as the American 
people, that whether it wants it or not has 
this role, this decisive role in world politics 
to play and will have to play this role, this 
is even more valid. Had President George 
Bush not proved to be such a strong leader 
over these past years, obviously these dra- 
matic changes would not have taken place 
in the world. 

It is true that he was not the only one to 
bring about these changes; there were many 
others who influenced events, but he played 
a decisive role. I would just like to illustrate 
this by giving you a small example: When 
I was here 3 years ago and we gave a press 
conference here in the White House, one of 
the main topics on the agenda was the follow- 
up to Lance. Now, if you ask anybody what 
is Lance, what is the follow-up to Lance, they 
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probably wouldn’t be able to answer because 
the world has changed so dramatically. What 
we're talking about now are Russia, the 
Ukraine, building up democracy, promoting 
market economy there, building up free po- 
litical systems in these countries. 

We invested enormous sums of money in 
the past in the arms race, in building up huge 
arms arsenals, in trying to meet the Com- 
munist challenge everywhere. And now we 
are making a huge investment in peace, in 
freedom. There is no longer any Communist 
dictatorship in Europe. And I don’t think that 
you have to be a prophet to be able to say 
that in the foreseeable future there won’t be 
any Communist dictatorship in the world 
anymore. And I think that this is a fantastic 
fact. 

The President. I think we have time, Mar- 
lin says, for one over here, sir, and then 
Frank [Frank Murray, Washington Times], 
and that’s it. 


Nuclear Weapons 


Q. Mr. President, may I come back to that 
nuclear problem in the Soviet Union, or ex- 
Soviet Union? What can you tell us about 
ongoing productions of nuclear weapons in 
the former Soviet Union, and why are they 
doing that? 

The President. Why are they not starting 
to get rid of them? 

Q. They are producing. 

The President. 1 can’t answer that ques- 
tion for you, but I can say that they as re- 
cently as yesterday reiterated, the Ukrainians 
anyway, their conviction to get rid of nuclear 
weapons. They're having a dispute, as you 
know, or had one inside there with the Rus- 
sians as to how to go about that. But I am 
confident that they are on the right track, 
that we are going to see substantial reduc- 
tions. 

And so, it’s moving in the right direction, 
I can’t answer your question on why they are 
producing any at all, unless it would be under 
the question of modernization. But we have 
numbers we’re working towards. And indeed, 
in terms of destruction of tactical nukes and 
all, why, I think it’s generally moving in the 
right direction. We still have to be sure that 
it’s done safely, that it’s done in accordance 
with the safest possible procedures. But I 
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can’t answer your question specifically, but 
I can say on a broader sense it’s moving in 
the right direction. 

Yes, Frank. This is the last one. 


Economic and Tax Legislation 


Q. Mr. President, you discussed here 
today the need for compromise to win a 
GATT agreement. And yet, your Chief of 
Staff today said that on the major domestic 
issue right now, the taxes and economic legis- 
lation, that there will be no compromise. He 
referred to Senator Bentsen and Mr. Ros- 
tenkowski as being out of touch with reality. 
And I’m wondering how, with that kind of 
rhetoric and no compromise, you expect to 
achieve a settlement? Could you tell us what 
you're going to do about that? 

The President. Just keep pressing for 
what’s right. And I’m confident that at some 
point the pressure from the country will com- 
pel those that have resisted us to move for- 
ward in the right direction. 

But I think most people in this country 
know that I held out my hand to this Con- 
gress in an effort to compromise. I’ve said 
that, worked with them in the past, prepared 
to work with them in the future. But there 
are certain principles that I can’t give in on. 
And I would also say that we’re moving into 
this election year, and I think most people 
recognize that there’s going to be a lot more 
political posturing out there. I’m President. 
I’ve got to try to keep moving the country 
forward. And I’m going to do that. And most 
of my time now will be spent in doing exactly 
that, with Super Tuesday and the high con- 
centration of primaries behind us. 

But I’m perfectly prepared to work with 
the Congress. But we've got to be realistic 
about politics. And I might add that far better 
than jn something bad to this economy 
is doing nothing at all. The best thing would 
be to do something that would stimulate in- 
vestment. But if that can’t happen then the 
next choice would be do nothing, and the 
worst choice would be to pass a tax-and- 
spend bill. So, we’re coming into a political 
year when each side is going to be expressing 
its own political positions. And that might 
mean that we don’t move things forward as 
fast as I would like. But I’m going to keep 


on trying. 
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Q. Does that mean that you subscribe to 
the premise of no compromise on taxes? And 
how long does that 

The President. Well, I think they will, at 
some point in here, will give up on trying 
to raise taxes on people. But in terms of sit- 
ting and talking about what we can do to 
move investment incentives forward, which 
does have to do with taxation, I think we 
ought to try to get something moving on that 
front. 

So, it’s in that area—I didn’t hear the com- 
ments; I was busily engaged in a very fruitful 
and constructive discussion with the Chan- 
cellor, so I was spared the agony of listening 
to these talking shows that come on every 
Saturday and Sunday. [Laughter] So I didn’t 
hear it, so I just can’t comment on the byplay. 
I can tell you that I’m going to continue to 
take my case to the people for change, for 
change. 

Q. Will you not extend your no-taxes 
pledge, and how far-— 

The President. 1 thought I expressed it 
pretty clearly here, just standing here in this 
room; it seems like ages ago, but it was only 
48 hours ago. 

Now, the Chancellor has to take a plane. 
He’s got to be at work in the morning. What 
time is it back there in Germany? Eleven 
o'clock or something like that. So, we better 
let him go. 

Thank you, Helmut. 


Note: The President’s 124th news conference 
began at 4:15 p.m. in the East Room at the 
White House. The Chancellor spoke in Ger- 
man, and his remarks were translated by an 
interpreter. In his remarks, the Chancellor 
referred to NATO’s Lance short-range nu- 
clear missile. 


Message on the Iranian New Year 
March 16, 1992 


I am delighted to extend greetings to all 
Iranian Americans as you celebrate Nowruz, 
the Iranian New Year. 

This occasion provides a welcome oppor- 
tunity to recognize the many outstanding 
contributions that Iranian immigrants and 
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their descendants have made to the United 
States. Through your unique customs and 
traditions, you have greatly enriched Amer- 
ican culture, while at the same time giving 
your fellow citizens a deeper understanding 
of your ancestral homeland. Through your 
myriad achievements in academia and in the 
workplace and through your increasing par- 
ticipation in government, you have also dem- 
onstrated your belief in freedom and in equal 
opportunity for all—ideals that make this Na- 
tion’s diversity a source of strength and pride. 

On this occasion, as you gather with family 
and friends to forgive old grievances and to 
celebrate the arrival of spring, you fill your 
communities with a sense of reconciliation 
and renewal. What better way to begin a new 
year. 

Barbara joins me in wishing you a memo- 
rable celebration. 


George Bush 


Note: This message was released by the Of- 
fice of the Press Secretary on March 23. 


Memorandum Delegating Authority 
Regarding Weapons Destruction in 
the Former Soviet Union 


March 20, 1992 


Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the 
Secretary of Defense, the Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget 


Subject: Delegation of Responsibilities under 
Public Law 102-229 


By the authority vested in me by the Con- 
stitution and the laws of the United States 
of America, including section 301 of title 3 
of the United States Code, I hereby delegate: 


1. to the Secretary of State the authority 
and duty vested in the President under 
section 211(b) of H.R. 3807 as passed 
the Senate on November 25, 1991, and 
referred to in section 108 of the Dire 
Emergency Supplemental Appropria- 
tions and Transfers for Relief From the 
Effects of Natural Disasters, for Other 
Urgent Needs, and for Incremental Cost 
of ‘Operation Desert Shield/Desert 
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Storm’ Act of 1992 (Public Law 102- 
229) (the Act); and 

2. to the Secretary of Defense the authori- 
ties and duties vested in the President 
under sections 212, 221, 231, and 232 
of H.R. 3807 as passed the Senate on 
November 25, 1991, and referred to in 
section 108 of the Act. 


The Secretary of Defense shall not exer- 
cise authority delegated by paragraph 2 here- 
of with respect to any former Soviet republic 
unless the Secretary of State has exercised 
the authority and performed the duty dele- 
gated by paragraph 1 hereof with respect to 
that former Soviet republic. The Secretary 
of Defense shall not obligate funds in the 
exercise of authority delegated by paragraph 
2 hereof unless the Director of the Office 
of Management and Budget has made the 
determination required by section 221(e) of 
H.R. 3807 as passed the Senate on Novem- 
ber 25, 1991, and referred to in section 108 
of the Act. 

The Secretary of State is directed to pub- 
lish this memorandum in the Federal Reg- 
ister. 


George Bush 


Note: This memorandum was released by the 


Office of the Press Secretary on March 23. 


Remarks at the Swearing-In 
Ceremony for Barbara H. Franklin 
as Secretary of Commerce 


March 23, 1992 


May I thank Ambassador Schnabel for pre- 
siding here, but much more important, for 
the job he has done in an interim period. 
It’s not easy. And he’s done an outstanding 
job. And this gives me an opportunity also 
to thank those who work for this wonderful 
Department, the Department of Commerce; 
we're grateful to each and every one of you. 
Justice O’Connor and Senator Danforth, 
thank you for your participation in this cere- 
mony. I thought Eli, Eli Barnes, the guy that 
gave the Pledge of Allegiance, did a first-class 
job, too. And Master Gunnery Sergeant 
Ryan, an old friend, thank you for leading 


us in the anthem. My respects to the marines 
here. 

Then to our various Cabinet members with 
us today, it’s most appropriate that you join 
your fellow Cabinet member at this special 
occasion. May I salute the former Secretary 
of Commerce Elliot Richardson. I know Pete 
Peterson was to be here, but I don’t think 
he was able to make it. But Secretary Rich- 
ardson is with us. And then we have other 
Cabinet secretaries, Bill Brock and Frank 
Carlucci and Jim Lynn and Margaret Heck- 
ler, all with us today. Members of Congress 
too numerous to acknowledge, but all vitally 
interested in Barbara’s success as Secretary 
of Commerce. 

And of course, a special salute to the one 
we honor today, Barbara Franklin, who is 
about to become the current Secretary of one 
of our Government's great Agencies. 

For me, today is sentimental. I remember 
a couple of months ago I was telling an aide 
that I had decided to nominate Barbara to 
this difficult post. And he replied, “Don’t you 
think she’s got enough to do already?”, refer- 
ring to Barbara Bush. [Laughter] But that 
brings me to the one, the Barbara that we 
are here to celebrate and to honor, the new- 
est member of my Cabinet, a woman who 
claims a long and distinguished career in 
both public and private service. 

Barbara’s been a member of the Product 
Safety Commission, a member of the Advi- 
sory Committee for Trade Policy Negotia- 
tions, president and CEO of her own consult- 
ing firm, and also director of seven of Ameri- 
ca’s most successful largest corporations. And 
always she’s been a woman of courage, integ- 
rity, vision, and found plenty of time for serv- 
ice to her country. 

And let it never be said that someone from 
Yale doesn’t recognize talent from Harvard 
when he sees it. Hard to do. But her talent 
was spotted a lot earlier than that. Here’s 
what her high school yearbook in Lan- 
caster—this may prove embarrassing to her, 
but here’s what her high school yearbook in 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, said: “Versatile 
Barb is seen in all departments of Hempfield 
High School.” But then it goes on: “A-stu- 
dent, honor society member, tennis team 
captain, high school cheerleader, student 
council president.” And now, today, she is 
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leading for a growing and prosperous Amer- 
ican economy. 

And may I salute her husband, Wally 
Barnes, who has been an outstanding success 
in business. When she needs consultation 
about free enterprise, she doesn’t have far 
to go. 

And let me repeat what she said in January 
upon accepting the Commerce post. She re- 
marked that she would be “very proud to be 
an advocate for American business and jobs, 
manufacturing, service, every kind of busi- 
ness in this country. American business is the 
envy of the world.” 

Well, now that I have the benefit of her 
considerable talents, I am the envy of her 
former colleagues in American business. And 
I say that because she is energetic and experi- 
enced, extremely smart. And she can help 
us compete in the new world economy and 
create a new American century. 

She knows how we must write new pages 
in the story of business and jobs, the story 
of American excellence. And I speak of the 
Pittsburgh mechanic, the Seattle computer 
specialist, the Des Moines mother who also 
holds down a job. And their tale is as old 
as the cotton gin and as young as magnetic 
tape. Work is noble in itself. No one has a 
right to look down at any American. 

And Barbara Franklin of course, likes to 
lift things up. And some of you may know 
that in addition to her other talent she’s an 
accomplished weight __ lifter. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, eat your heart out. [Laugh- 
ter] Now it’s her time to lift people: people 
whose jobs and income jaa on com- 
merce and trade. And she won't help them 
through protectionism and isolationism ei- 
ther. Instead, she will be an evangelist for 
a strong economy, driven by competition, 
fueled by growth. And she will help protect 
jobs against those who would cost jobs by 
curtailing trade, by curbing trade. 

I’ve known Barbara now for two decades, 
dating back to the early seventies. And at that 
time, she was at the White House in the early 
seventies, I was up at the United Nations. 
And we agree the way to create jobs is not 
to build a wall around America but to per- 
suade other nations to tear their walls down. 
And I want a world of open markets, open 
competition, open hearts, open minds. And 
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so does Barbara Franklin. And her record of 
dedication and integrity has transformed my 
admiration into confidence and my friend- 
ship into trust. 

And at a time when competition in a global 
economy is changing the way we live, my 
friend takes her post to help change the way 
we lead. I know she will be able to count 
on a very able team of Commerce officials. 
She has big shoes to fill, coming in to take 
over from Secretary Robert Mosbacher, but 
she can do the job. 

And to each and every one of you, again, 
who serve with her and who have helped her 
from the very first day she came over here 
in transition and now as Secretary, my pro- 
found thanks to you, not just for that but 
for the way you take the message of Amer- 
ican business across this country and around 
the world. 

In that spirit, it is with great pleasure that 
I turn the proceedings over to Justice O’Con- 
nor for the swearing-in of a woman who will 
help our economy thrive, our new Secretary 
of Commerce, Barbara Hackman Franklin. 
Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:36 a.m. at 
the Department of Commerce. In his re- 
marks, he referred to Deputy Secretary of 
Commerce Rockwell A. Schnabel and former 
Secretary of Commerce Peter G. Peterson. 
Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O’Con- 
nor administered the oath of office. 


Proclamation 6416—Cancer Control 
Month, 1992 


March 23, 1992 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


When our Nation first observed Cancer 
Control Month more than 50 years ago, few 
diseases evoked more dread or inspired a 
greater sense of mystery than cancer. Today, 
however, thanks to advances in early detec- 
tion, diagnosis, and treatment, more than half 
of the people who are diagnosed with cancer 
survive their disease 5 years or more. While 
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this progress is heartening, each year more 
than 1,000,000 Americans continue to be di- 
agnosed with cancer—and tens of thousands 
die of the disease. Thus, the observance of 
Cancer Control Month warrants as much 
public attention and _—e as ever. 

Further progress in the fight against can- 
cer depends on continuing research. 
Through the National Cancer Institute 
(NCI), the Federal Government supports a 
nationwide network of cancer centers where 
physicians and scientists conduct basic re- 
search and clinical trials on cancer preven- 
tion and treatment. The Institute also helps 
to support the research of investigators in pri- 
vate laboratories and hospitals across the 
country. 

Basic research has made cancer prevention 
a realistic expectation and brought us a range 
of new cancer therapies. Such advances hold 
promise not only for our fight against cancer 
but also for our battles against other diseases, 
such as AIDS. In addition, our Nation’s in- 
vestment in the work of pioneers who are 
investigating the genetic and molecular bases 
of cancer has produced an extra dividend: 
a thriving biotechnology industry that, in 
turn, has helped to accelerate biomedical re- 
search. 

To help speed the transfer of the results 
of biomedical research from the laboratory 
to the patient, the NCI’s Physician Data 
Query (PDQ) incorporates into a computer- 
ized system the newest information about 
cancer prevention, technologies for early de- 
tection, and innovative therapies. Through 
the PDQ, physicians can readily obtain need- 
ed information. Cancer patients and other 
concerned individuals can dial toll-free num- 
bers to obtain information as well: 1-800- 
4—CANCER to reach the NCI’s Cancer In- 
formation Center and 1-800—ACS-2345 to 
access the Cancer Response System of the 
American Cancer Society. 

While research is helping to lead the way 
in the fight against cancer, the public also 
has a key role to play in achieving victory. 
Each of us can adopt healthy behaviors that 
lower our risk of developing cancer. Smoking 
is implicated in at least one-third of all cancer 
deaths each year—about 170,000 deaths in 
all. No new drug, therapy, or screening tech- 
nique would strike as forceful a blow in our 
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fight against cancer as the decision by mil- 
lions of smokers to quit the habit. 

Maintaining a high-fiber, low-fat diet is an- 
other effective means of cancer prevention. 
Americans can reduce their risk of develop- 
ing colon and other kinds of cancer by reduc- 
ing their consumption of fatty foods and by 
increasing their daily intake of fruits, vegeta- 
bles, and whole grain breads and cereals. 

Just as a healthy life-style—one that in- 
cludes a sensible diet and regular exercise— 
can help to decrease the risk of developing 
cancer, periodic cancer screenings and early 
detection can also save lives. Every American 
is encouraged to learn about cancer and its 
warning signs and to supplement regular self- 
examinations with periodic checkups by his 
or her doctor. A physician’s judgment, which 
is often based on the use of sophisticated 
testing equipment, is imperative. 

Simple steps like these, along with con- 
tinuing research, can take us a long way to- 
ward our goal of defeating cancer. Indeed, 
as we continue to unlock the secrets of this 
complex disease, our failure to take advan- 
tage of all that we have learned would be 
the only mystery that remains. 

In 1938, the Congress passed a joint reso- 
lution (52 Stat. 148, 36 U.S.C. 150) request- 
ing the President to issue an annual procla- 
mation declaring April to be Cancer Control 
Month. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the month of April 1992 as 
Cancer Control Month. I invite the Gov- 
ernors of the fifty States and the appropriate 
officials of all other areas under the American 
flag to issue similar proclamations, and I urge 
every citizen to join in achieving continued 
progress in the fight against cancer. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-third day of March, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-two, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and sixteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:33 a.m., March 24, 1992] 
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Note: This proclamation was published in 
the Federal Register on March 25. 


Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting the Report on Foreign 
Intelligence Activities in the United 
States 


March 23, 1992 


Dear Mr. Chairman: 

Enclosed is the classified 1991 “Leahy- 
Huddleston Report” on the official rep- 
resentation in the United States of foreign 
governments that engage in intelligence ac- 
tivities within the United States that are 
harmful to our national security. The report 
is submitted in compliance with section 
601(b) of the Intelligence Authorization Act 
for fiscal year 1985 (Public Law 98-618; 22 
U.S.C. 254c—1(b)). 

The report is based on information pro- 
vided by the Department of State. The De- 
partment of State is prepared to respond to 
any questions that you may have. 

Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to David L. 
Boren, chairman of the Senate Select Com- 
mittee on Intelligence; Dave McCurdy, chair- 
man of the House Permanent Select Commit- 
tee on Intelligence; Claiborne Pell, chairman 
of the Senate Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions; and Dante B. Fascell, chairman of the 
House Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


Statement on the Death of Friedrich 
August von Hayek 


March 23, 1992 


Barbara and I are saddened by the death 
of Friedrich August von Hayek. I presented 
him the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 
1991 because he was one of the great think- 
ers of our age who explored the promise and 
contours of liberty. 

Professor von Hayek revolutionized the 
world’s intellectual and political life. Future 
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generations will read and benefit from his 
works. 


Statement on the Strategic Defense 
Initiative 
March 23, 1992 


Today marks the ninth anniversary of the 
beginning of the Strategic Defense Initiative. 
The men and women of the SDI program 
have accomplished a great deal. They a 
proven repeatedly that we can intercept war- 
heads in space. They have made great ad- 
vances in smaller, cheaper, more sophisti- 
cated interceptors. In short, they have 
pushed back the frontiers of science and en- 
gineering. 

Moreover, the events of the past several 
years have proven the critical importance of 
missile defenses. Last year in the Gulf war, 
our Patriot system defended our troops and 
allies from Saddam Hussein’s Scud missiles. 
Today, the Russians join us in recognizing 
the value of missile defenses and have ex- 
pressed interest in a global ballistic missile 
defense system. With the development of the 
G-PALS missile defense system, the United 
States will be able to confront successfully 
the growing dangers of instability and missile 
proliferation. 

With the passage of the Missile Defense 
Act in 1991, the Congress joined the adminis- 
tration commitment to fielding ballistic mis- 
sile defenses. With continuing support from 
Congress we can achieve our goal and re- 
move the threat of limited ballistic missile 
strikes for the American people and our 
friends and allies. 


Statement by Press Secretary 
Fitzwater on the President’s 
Telephone Conversation With 
President Boris Yeltsin of Russia 


March 23, 1992 


The President and President Yeltsin spoke 
for 20 minutes today. The President called 
to brief President Yeltsin on his meetings 
with Chancellor Kohl and said both the U.S. 
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and Germany agreed on the need to support 
Russia’s courageous economic reforms and 
would work with their G-7 partners to pro- 
mote strong international support for the re- 
forms. The President reaffirmed U.S. com- 
mitment to continued humanitarian and 
technical assistance efforts. 

President Yeltsin briefed the President on 
the results of the C.I.S. heads of state meet- 
ing in Kiev, particularly on military and nu- 
clear issues. He also reported C.1.S. willing- 
ness to actively work for a peaceful resolution 
of the conflict in Nagorno-Karabakh. 


Nomination of Thomas P. Kerester 
To Be Chief Counsel for Advocacy at 
the Small Business Administration 


March 23, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Thomas P. Kerester, of Vir- 
ginia, to be Chief Counsel for Advocacy at 
the Small Business Administration. He would 
succeed Frank S. Swain. 

Since 1985 Mr. Kerester has served as ex- 
ecutive director of the Tax Executives Insti- 
tute, Inc., in Washington, DC. Prior to this, 
he served as principal with the firm of Coo- 
pers & Lybrand in Washington, DC, 1974~ 
85. 

Mr. Kerester graduated from Ohio State 
University (B.S., 1951; J.D., 1953). He was 
born April 12, 1929, in Youngstown, OH. Mr. 
Kerester served in the U.S. Air Force, 1955- 
57; and the U.S. Air Force Reserves, 1957— 
66. He is married, has two children, and re- 
sides in Alexandria, VA. 


Remarks to the National-American 
Wholesale Grocers Association 
March 24, 1992 


Boyd, thank you very much for the good 
news and for the introduction. And let me 
just say I am very pleased to be here. And 
I want to salute your leaders: first, Boyd, who 
did the honors here; Bill Eacho, who’s with 
me; Richard Niemann; and T.C. Godwin. 
And also, before I get going here, I want to 
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single out a former Cabinet member, agricul- 
tural Secretary Jack Block, who’s doing an 
outstanding job for the common interest so 
well represented here today. 

And I am here to follow up on what I said 
Friday, but mainly to ask you to help me 
change this country, to make it stronger and 
make it better. And as Boyd so generously 
said, we have changed the world. We’ve won 
a great victory for world peace and freedom. 
And as President, believe me, I will stay fully 
engaged with the world. We have won the 
cold war. And I salute previous Presidents 
for their role in keeping our defenses strong; 
my predecessor, Ronald Reagan, for his fore- 
sight in doing what he could to bring about 
the collapse of international communism. 

But now is no time to pull back from en- 
gagement in international affairs. So now let’s 
put to work the same leadership that we used 
to change the world to change America. And 
let me tell you what that means: We'll leave 
a legacy of productive jobs for our citizens, 
with strong families secure in a more peace- 
ful world. 

And I have a strategy to renew America 
and to keep our country strong in the next 
century. I proposed a plan to stimulate the 
economy without raising taxes and without 
increasing the Federal deficit, action to 
strengthen real estate, action to help young 
families buy that first home, now. Get it done 
now. And I asked for action to create good 
jobs. One of those actions was to cut the tax 
on capital gains. It’s not a break for the rich. 
It is a job-creation incentive. 

But the majority in Congress simply 
couldn’t break their tax-and-spend habits. 
And I asked for action to stimulate this econ- 
omy, not stifle it. And I asked for a jobs bill. 
And they passed a bill to increase income 
taxes by $100 billion. And they turned their 
backs on that first-time homebuyer by failing 
to enact this $5,000 tax credit. They watered 
down the investment tax allowance that we 
had, an allowance that would have sped up 
depreciation and encouraged people to buy 
new capital equipment, given them incen- 
tives to do that. They stifled other reforms 
to help businesses modernize and compete. 
And then they tinkered with the capital gains 
tax. But if their plan were adopted, that tax 
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would still be among the highest in the devel- 
oped world. 

You people know this, but a lot of Ameri- 
cans don’t. Japan and Germany tax capital 
gains at zero and at one percent. They don’t 
even have—in essence don’t have taxes on 
capital gains in one country and tax it at one 
percent in another. And we’re to compete 
with all that in this highly competitive world. 

And yes, I was disappointed in the Con- 
gress. But frankly, I was not surprised. And 
so last Friday that tax bill came down, and 
I vetoed the tax increase. And that veto is 
going to be sustained. But not just to carp, 
then I announced actions that I would take 
on my own to do what I could to get the 
fat out of the Government, to cut the redtape 
that chokes our competitive spirit, and to get 
this country up to speed for the long haul. 

You and I have business experience. We 
know what the tax increase would really do. 
About 80 percent of the revenue increase re- 
sulting from the higher rates would come 
from, you guessed it, small businesses. More 
than a million small businesses would be af- 
fected, many of them crippled by that Demo- 


cratic-leadership tax increase. Thousands of 


family-run grocery and convenience stores 
are in this category. Small family farms also 
could face financial ruin from such a tax in- 
crease. 

The bill I’ve just vetoed tried to raise the 
marginal rate for small family businesses and 
farms by about 18 percent. Now, just think 
about the impact of this on your own busi- 
nesses. The grocery business, wholesale and 
retail, is fiercely competitive. I know you're 
being nice to the guy next to you here today, 
but when you go home, why, we’li under- 
stand if you go at each other. And why is 
it so competitive? You operate on the thin- 
nest of profit margins; for wholesalers it’s 
often less than a penny on the dollar. And 
if you had to face a big increase in the bracket 
where you pay most of your taxes, how would 
you cope? You'd feel pressure to cut back 
on the quality of your service. Competition 
would press you to hold out as long as pos- 
sible before passing costs along to your cus- 
tomers. So you might have to eliminate jobs. 
Eventually everyone in the business would 
have to pass the costs along, and that would 
fuel inflation. 
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Those are simple facts of life for people 
trying to make a living. But even as millions 
of American families were huddling over 
their kitchen tables to work on their tax re- 
turns, the liberal Congress tried to raise their 
taxes by $100 billion. 

Last Friday, as I say, I vetoed their massive 
tax increase. And I sent Congress my first 
line-item rescissions, cutting $3.6 billion in 
unneeded wasteful spending. These rescis- 
sions will serve notice to Congress that the 
days of wasteful spending are over. And it 
is a step symbolic of the power that 43 Gov- 
ernors have, the line-item veto. Incidentally, 
at their recent national meeting, the Nation’s 
Governors, Democrat and Republican, went 
on record calling for line-item veto authority 
for the President. And I need that authority. 

I'm also fighting for economic growth 
through actions that don’t need to be passed 
by the Congress. Some things I need Con- 
gress to do; other things we can do without. 
Take a look at Government regulation. Day 
by day, rule by rule, and industry by industry, 
we are winning battles against overregula- 
tion. We’re winning victories for common 
sense and freedom. 

Just last Thursday, for example, our ad- 
ministration announced reforms on nutrition 
labeling for meat and poultry. Our reforms 
will keep our food supply every bit as safe, 
and I have responsibility for that, but we will 
reduce the burden and expense of regulation 
on American consumers and on our hard- 
working food producers and grocers. If Con- 
gress sends me any legislation that would 
overregulate economy, I’m going to veto it 
as soon as it reaches my desk. 

Now, if we Americans are going to hone 
our skills and really compete in the years 
ahead, we’ve got a lot more to do. And I 
want to have us keep our sights on the next 
American century. And when I think of 
America in the year 2000, I think of five stra- 
tegic concerns mentioned in my address to 
the Nation last Friday. 

First, we must change and renew our 
schools. We must become a nation of stu- 
dents, educating ourselves throughout our 
lifetimes in the best system of schools, col- 
leges, and universities in the entire world. 
And this is going to take revolutionary 
change. Most of our States and hundreds of 
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local communities are committed to change. 
They have joined me already in a crusade 
that we call America 2000, an exciting pro- 
gram to revolutionize education. 

Business as usual is not going to help us 
reach our national education goals. We need 
to get behind world-class standards, new cur- 
riculum frameworks, break-the-mold 
schools, voluntary national testing. And a 
centerpiece of our plan is the belief that 
schools will do their best when parents enjoy 
real freedom and real responsibility to choose 
their children’s schools, public, private, and 
religious. School choice for parents is an idea 
whose time has come. 

Second, we need to make our excellent 
health care system more affordable and more 
available to Americans. We've got the highest 
quality health care in the entire world, but 
everyone should have access to it. And we 
all know the problems: Too many people 
don’t have health insurance, and health care 
costs are going right through the roof. And 
we also know that the answer doesn’t lie in 


costly and coercive plans like the scheme to 
make employers “play or pay.” And the an- 
swer certainly isn’t these nationalized, these 


socialized medicine plans. Nationalized 
health care would be a national disaster. 

The way I propose that we help our society 
deal with this is based on markets and choice. 
Just as in education, vouchers are a key part 
of my strategy for giving Americans a fairer 
and more affordable health care system. And 
our answer is to change our health care sys- 
tem for the better, not ruin it. And we’re 
going to keep fighting for this sensible plan. 

Third—and I know you’re going to agree 
with this one—we need fundamental legal 
reform to stop the epidemic of lawsuits. You 
all know the litany. You hear it in your com- 
munities. You hear it in your businesses. 
Things are so out of hand that some parents 
refuse to coach Little League for fear of li- 
ability lawsuits. Some doctors won’t deliver 
babies anymore because of malpractice suits. 
Well, just imagine what we could achieve if 
we spent as much time helping each other 
as we do suing each other. 

And the costs of litigation and liability on 
small business are absolutely staggering, hor- 
rendous. You know, in 1989 there were 18 
million lawsuits filed in America, 18 million. 
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And that’s why I’ve again asked Congress to 
pass my civil justice reform bill which will 
help people resolve problems through means 
other than the courtroom. And it will help 
put a stop to frivolous lawsuits and reduce 
the drag on our economy caused by excessive 
litigation. And I need your help. I need your 
help with the Congress to pass this sensible 
approach. 

And fourth, we must reform Government 
in line with one of America’s most important 
founding principles: strict limits on the size 
and power of Government. With a Federal 
Government that gobbles up a quarter of 
GNP, we can’t really say we’re as free as we 
should be. One quarter of all we produce 
as a nation, as a people, goes to pay for the 
central Government. Now, that’s just not 
right. And right now, the system is not ac- 
countable, effective, efficient, or even com- 
este And we need Government that 

ows its limits. But more important, we 
need a Government that works. 

We have got to fix a congressional system 
that’s gone out of control. Congress, as an 
institution controlled by one party, the 
Democrats, for most of the past four dec- 
ades, desperately needs reform. And I’m 
going to have more to say, constructively, 
about reforming Congress in not so many 
days from now, at a later date. But we can 
start by compelling Congress to be governed 
by the laws that they impose on people like 
you, such as civil rights law, wage and hour 
laws, fair labor standards. We must totally 
eliminate the special interest PAC’s that give 
unfair advantage to incumbents in Congress 
and say yes to the people’s call for term limits 
on Congress. My term is limited; the Presi- 
dent’s term is limited. And I believe theirs 
should be now if we want true reform. 

Fifth, we must work to expand our mar- 
kets. Of all the legacies that I want to help 
create as your President, few could be more 
important than open and fair trade opportu- 
nities for our manufacturers and our service 
industries and also for our farmers and our 
food industries. Food and agriculture trade 
is the critical problem of world trade. The 
European Community spends more than 10 
times, 10 times as much as we do on agricul- 
tural export subsidies. This cannot and must 
not go on. 
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And I made that point in a very vigorous 
way to a very receptive Chancellor Kohl of 
Germany when he visited Camp David last 
weekend. His leadership will be vital if we 
are to break the deadlock in GATT and con- 
cluding the Uruguay round successfully. And 
I know from my talks that he wants to see 
a successful conclusion to the Uruguay 
round. So let me assure you, we'll be working 
as hard as possible the next few weeks to 
make a breakthrough in GATT. But as we 
see it, if there’s no fair deal for agriculture, 
there simply cannot be a good GATT agree- 
ment. Agriculture is the key to getting this 
worked out. 

And I’m also working to open up the excit- 
ing market opportunities in Mexico. With 
nearly 100 million people next door, Mexico 
is already one of our best customers. And 
they'll buy a lot more American goods as soon 
as these negotiations are concluded. It is one 
of our Seataat growing markets anywhere in 
the world. And the bottom line is: A good 
agreement with Mexico means more U.S. 
jobs. 

Last year, our exports around the world 
reached record levels. So the more trade bar- 
riers we can knock down the better. On a 
level playing field, I am absolutely convinced 
that Americans can outproduce, outperform 
anyone, anytime, anywhere. I have that kind 
Soniiduane' in the American worker. 

On each of these challenges, there are two 
roads to take: One is reform; the other pro- 
tects the status quo. You and I are gathered 
on Capitol Hill today because we share a 
common purpose. We're here in the neigh- 
borhood of a Congress that fails to heed calls 
for reform, that so far has failed to pass a 
simple but effective plan to help create jobs 
and build confidence. We’re not simply going 
to complain about the Congress; we're going 
to try to change it. 

And there are hundreds of you here, 
hometown business leaders, who are the 
backbone of your community. And just after 
this speech, I understand that all of you are 
headed up the Hill to visit your Senators and 
Representatives. I hope you'll pass along my 
warmest thanks to those who have stood with 
us and urge all Members of Congress to sup- 
port our long-term economic growth pack- 
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age, the five points I mentioned here today. 
It is just that important. 

This will be, for me, my final campaign. 
And I plan to fight as never before. I have 
had the privilege of being your President at 
the great turning point when freedom pre- 
vailed over imperial communism, when the 
Berlin Wall came down, when Iraq’s aggres- 
sion was defeated, ancient enemies talking 
peace in the Middle East, when democracy 
really got on the move in this, our own hemi- 
sphere. We are helping solidify a legacy of 
peace. But I cannot rest and you cannot rest 
until we help this country win another legacy: 
productive jobs for our citizens, with strong 
families secure in a more peaceful world. 
Working together, we changed the world. 
And now we can change America. 

Thank you all very, very much. And may 
God bless you in your important work. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:04 a.m. at 
the Hyatt Regency Hotel. In his remarks, he 
referred to Boyd L. George, chairman of the 
board of governors, and John R. Block, presi- 
dent, of the National-American Wholesale 
Grocers Association; William C. Eacho III, 
chairman of the board of directors of the 
International Foodservice Distributors Asso- 
ciation; Richard Niemann vice chairman of 
the board of directors of the Food Marketing 
Institute; and T.C. Godwin, Jr., chairman of 
the board of the National Association of Con- 
venience Stores. 


Message to the Congress on 
Environmental Goals 


March 24, 1992 


To the Congress of the United States: 

In 1991 two events set the stage for a new 
era in history: the West won the Cold War 
and the United States led a U.N. coalition 
to roll back aggression in the Middie East. 
Both watershed events demonstrated the 
power of sustained international cooperation 
in pursuit of just and moral causes. They un- 
derscored the need for U.S. leadership in a 
complex, interdependent world. 

Historic changes are also occurring in the 
relationship between humanity and the envi- 
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ronment. We increasingly recognize that en- 
vironmental improvement promotes peace 
and prosperity, while environmental deg- 
radation can cause political conflict and eco- 
nomic stagnation. We see that environmental 
protection requires international commit- 
ment and strategic American leadership in 
yet another just and moral cause. 


Merging Economic and Environmental 


Goals 


As I often have stated, we can have both 
economic growth and a cleaner, safer envi- 
ronment. Indeed, the two can be mutually 
supportive. Sound policies provide both. 

My environmental strategy seeks to merge 
economic and environmental goals. For ex- 
ample, boosting two engines of economic 
growth—technological change and _inter- 
national trade—can also provide benefits for 
the environment. Likewise, regulatory ap- 
proaches that emphasize economic efficiency 
can help lower the costs of securing greater 
environmental quality. The following exam- 
ples are illustrative: 

Investments in Technology: My Adminis- 
tration has invested aggressively in key areas 
of research and development that will boost 
productivity and economic performance. 
Several technologies heralded primarily for 
their benefit to economic growth and com- 
petitiveness, such as advanced materials, high 
performance computing, electric batteries, 
and biotechnology, also have valuable envi- 
ronmental applications. Increasing invest- 
ments in basic environmental research will 
enable policymakers to devise more in- 
formed, effective, and efficient policies. 

International Trade: In negotiations on the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT), the United States calls on other na- 
tions to reduce farm subsidies, which harm 
competitive farm exports and contribute to 
environmental degradation. In parallel with 
negotiations toward a North American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA), the United 
States and Mexico are expanding environ- 
mental cooperation. A free trade agreement 
would lead to stronger growth in both coun- 
tries and provide increased financial re- 
sources for environmental protection. 

Economically Efficient Regulations: Our 
Clean Air Act initiatives spur utility energy 
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efficiency through innovative tradable sulfur 
emission allowances and an overall cap on 
emissions. Restraining electricity demand 
cuts emissions of carbon dioxide and acid 
rain precursors, lowers energy bills for home- 
owners and businesses, and limits the need 
for new powerplant construction. 


The Global Environment and 
Development 


Robust economic growth is needed to 
meet the needs and aspirations of the world’s 
peoples. At the same time, the nations of the 
world must ensure that economic develop- 
ment does not place untenable burdens on 
the Earth’s environment. 

My Administration has been working with 
business leaders, environmentalists,  sci- 
entists, and the governments of other coun- 
tries to develop more effective, efficient, and 
comprehensive approaches to global eco- 
nomic and environmental issues. Prepara- 
tions for the United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Development (UNCED or 
Earth Summit), which convenes this June in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, have accelerated this 
process. 

My priorities for this historic conference 
are as follows: 

e Sign a satisfactory global framework 

convention on climate change; 

Agree on initial steps leading to a global 
framework convention on the con- 
servation and management of all the 
world’s forests; 

Improve U.N. environmental and devel- 
opmental agencies as well as the Global 
Environment Facility (GEF), which 
provides financial assistance to develop- 
ing nations in meeting the costs of gain- 
ing global environmental benefits; 
Launch an action program to conserve 
biodiversity and, if possible, sign a satis- 
factory global framework convention on 
biodiversity; 

Agree on a strategy and expand efforts 
to improve the condition of oceans and 
seas; and 

Adopt a strategy and initiatives to pro- 
mote technology cooperation in a free 
market context. 

Climate Change: On behalf of the United 
States, I hope to sign by June 1992 a global 
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framework convention that will commit as 
many nations as possible to the timely devel- 
opment of comprehensive national climate 
action plans. Such plans would commit na- 
tions to a process of continuous improve- 
ment, addressing sources and reservoirs of 
all greenhouse gases as well as adaptation 
measures. Parties to the convention would 
compare their action programs on a regular 
basis and revise them as necessary. 

By producing specific, comprehensive en- 
vironmental commitments that fit each na- 
tion’s particular circumstances, this approach 
is preferable on environmental and economic 
grounds to the carbon-dioxide-only proposals 
that others have espoused. The United States 
will continue to restrain or reduce its net car- 
bon dioxide emissions by improving energy 
efficiency, developing cleaner energy 
sources, ‘and planting billions of trees in this 
decade. But an exclusive focus on targets and 
timetables for carbon dioxide emissions is in- 
adequate to address the complex dynamics 
of climate change. 

Forests and Biodiversity: The nations of 


the world need to do a better job of studying 
and conserving the diversity of life on Earth. 
Nations also need to work together to im- 
prove the management and protection of all 
the world’s forests. For these reasons, I am 
renewing my call for a global framework con- 


vention on the management and con- 
servation of forests and restating the U.S. 
hope that UNCED will be the occasion for 
making progress toward such a convention. 
I am also hopeful that a convention on the 
conservation of biodiversity may be signed 
at UNCED. 

Institutional Reform and Funding: Mem- 
ber nations need to coordinate U.N. struc- 
tures and make them more efficient and ef- 
fective in meeting UNCED goals. A related 
priority is to continue development of the 
World Bank’s Global Environment Facility 
(GEF). The GEF should become the prin- 
cipal vehicle for assisting developing nations 
with the incremental costs of gaining global 
environmental benefits under new _ inter- 
national agreements. 

Oceans: Coastal and estuarine areas in- 
clude some of the most diverse and produc- 
tive ecosystems on Earth. Increasing popu- 
lation and development are stressing these 
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areas, particularly in nations that lack effec- 
tive programs to protect and manage marine 
resources. The United States urges UNCED 
parties to adopt a set of principles and an 
action plan to address such issues as the sta- 
tus of living marine resources, coastal zone 
management, ocean monitoring, and land- 
based sources of marine pollution. 

Technology: The UNCED participants 
should adopt a strategy and initiatives to pro- 
mote market-based environmental tech- 
nology cooperation with developing nations. 
In some cases, the transfer of environ- 
mentally preferable technologies results from 
official foreign assistance. However, in the 
vast majority of cases it occurs as the result 
of private sector activities such as direct for- 
eign investment, joint ventures, licensing, ex- 
ports, and professional training. Thus the role 
of governments and international institutions 
should be to foster the market conditions that 
accelerate private sector activity in the grow- 
ing global market for environmental goods 
and services. 


The Domestic Environment 


In the midst of increased attention to glob- 
al environmental issues, the United States in 
the last 3 years has enacted and begun to 
implement sweeping environmental reforms. 
We will continue to take action predicated 
on sound science and efficient solutions. 
State and local governments, businesses, 
community groups, and individual citizens 
must also play a part. 

A number of items on the environmental 
agenda, including reauthorization of the 
Clean Water Act, the Resource Conservation 
and Recovery Act, and the Endangered Spe- 
cies Act, require a thorough, judicious review 
with an eye toward the long term. Wherever 
possible, such legislation should encourage 
economically sensible, market-based mecha- 
nisms. Quick-fix actions will not be in the 
best interest of the environment or of our 
economy. 

The Congress should make a significant 
contribution to economic growth and the en- 
vironment by taking the following steps dur- 
ing this session: 

e Enact balanced national energy legisla- 

tion, providing equal measures of new 
conservation and production; 
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e As requested in my budget, provide in- 
creased funds to a number of key envi- 
ronmental and natural resources pro- 
grams; and 

e Establish a U.S. Department of the En- 
vironment. 

National Energy Legislation: In the year 
that has passed since I proposed a National 
Energy Strategy (NES) providing equal 
measures of new energy conservation and 
production, the Administration has moved to 
implement more than 90 NES initiatives that 
do not require legislative action. The Con- 
gress has followed through by increasing 
funding for an array of research and develop- 
ment initiatives. Now, in addition to these 
measures, the Congress needs to complete 
action on comprehensive national energy leg- 
islation. 

Environmental and Natural Resources 
Budget: Within the context of initiatives to 
tighten Federal budget discipline, my pro- 
posed budget for fiscal 1993 reflects my con- 
tinuing belief that we should increase na- 
tional investments in key environmental and 
natural resources programs. Among my pri- 
orities are the following: 

e $1.85 billion (a 17-percent increase over 
fiscal 1992) for the America the Beau- 
tiful program, including acquisition of 
key park, forest, refuge, and other pub- 
lic lands; my program to encourage pub- 
lic participation in the planting of one 
billion trees per year; a partnership with 
the States to create state parks and 
recreation facilities; and projects to im- 
prove environmental infrastructure and 
recreational opportunities on the public 
lands; 

A record $5.5 billion (a 26-percent in- 
crease over fiscal 1992) for the cleanup 
of Department of Energy facilities in- 
volved in nuclear weapons manufacture; 
$201 million (almost double the fiscal 
1992 level) for U.S.-Mexico border re- 
gion cleanup, consistent with the Envi- 
ronmental Action Plan I presented to 
the Congress last year in support of the 
proposed North American Free Trade 
Agreement; 

Almost $1 billion for energy research 
and development, including over $350 
million for conservation research and 
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development (more than double the fis- 
cal 1989 level) and $162.4 million (a 47- 
percent increase over fiscal 1992) for 
transportation programs such as devel- 
opment of electric automotive batteries 
and the purchase of 5,000 alternative- 
fuel vehicles; 

$812 million (a 35-percent increase over 
fiscal 1992) for wetlands research, ac- 
quisition, restoration, and_ enhance- 
ment, achieving a 175-percent increase 
over fiscal 1989 levels; 

For the second year in a row, $340 mil- 
lion for accelerated construction of sew- 
age treatment facilities in six coastal 
cities that currently have inadequate 
treatment facilities; 

$7 million (a 46-percent increase over 
fiscal 1992) for the designation and 
management of National Marine Sanc- 
tuaries; 

$229 million (a 22-percent increase over 
fiscal 1992) for implementation of the 
1990 Clean Air Act; 

$1.75 billion (an 8-percent increase over 
fiscal 1992) for cleanup of Superfund 
toxic waste sites; and 

$1.37 billion (a 24-percent increase over 
fiscal 1992) for further expansion of the 
world’s largest global climate change re- 
search program. 

U.S. Department of the Environment: 
Considering the scope and importance of re- 
sponsibilities conferred upon the Environ- 
mental Protection Agency (EPA), I an- 
nounced my support in 1990 for legislative 
efforts to elevate EPA to Cabinet status. The 
Congressional leadership has responded with 
controversial, extraneous amendments and 
parliamentary delays. This legislation should 
not be held hostage any longer. Once again, 
I call on the Congress to elevate EPA to Cab- 
inet status and make it the U.S. Department 
of the Environment. 


A National Commitment 


There is a growing commitment from all 
segments of society to improve the environ- 
ment. A key elemert of my environmental 
strategy is encouraging private companies 
and organizations to work with each other 
and with government to deliver conservation 
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benefits that go far beyond what government 
acting alone could provide. 

In July 1991 I named leaders of business, 
environmental, recreational, educational, and 
philanthropic organizations to serve as mem- 
bers of the President’s Commission on Envi- 
ronmental Quality (PCEQ). I have chal- 
lenged this Commission to develop and im- 
plement an action agenda to improve the en- 
vironment through voluntary private sector 
activities that meet the test of economic effi- 
ciency. 

I also established a Presidential medal for 
environment and conservation achievement 
and had the honor of presenting medals to 
an outstanding group of Americans last Octo- 
ber. This program rewards private initiative 
in service to the environment in a manner 
equivalent to long-standing Presidential rec- 
ognition of excellence in the arts, humanities, 
sciences, and world affairs. 

We have encouraged additional private 
sector initiatives through such ground-break- 
ing efforts as the “Green Lights” energy effi- 
ciency project, the “33-50” toxic emission re- 
duction program, the U.S. Advanced Battery 
Consortium to support development of elec- 
tric vehicles, and land management partner- 
ships between conservation groups and the 
Departments of Defense, Agriculture, and 
the Interior. 


Freedom’s Full Meaning 


As more people around the world join the 
democratic family and reach for their God- 
given rights and aspirations, we Americans 
who have led the way for over 200 years will 
continue to bear a responsibility to give free- 
dom its full meaning, including freedom 
from want and freedom from an unsafe envi- 
ronment. 

The Cold War was a stark test of the global 
community’s faith in these ideals. We passed 
that test. 

The deadlock in negotiations for improved 
international trade rules is another challenge 
to the principles that have drawn the world 
closer together in the last half century. We 
must not fail that test. 

These struggles for national security and 
economic growth are now joined by environ- 
mental concerns such as deforestation and 
potential climate change, which also have 
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profound long-term implications. The year 
ahead will test our ability to redefine the rela- 
tionship between humanity and the environ- 
ment—and in so doing, to secure a greater 
peace and prosperity for generations to 
come. We must not fail that test. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
March 24, 1992. 


Statement by Press Secreta 
Fitzwater on the Open Skies Treaty 


March 24, 1992 


Today the United States, along with Can- 
ada and 22 European nations, signed the 
Treaty on Open Skies in Helsinki, Finland. 

In May of 1989, at a time when the im- 
mense changes seen in Europe over the past 
3 years were just beginning, President Bush 
proposed that the nations of the North Atlan- 
tic Treaty Organization (NATO) and the 
former Warsaw Pact agree to open their ter- 
ritories to frequent overflights by observation 
aircraft from the other side. The United 
States believes that the greater transparency 
in military activities brought about by such 
an agreement will help reduce the chances 
of military confrontation and build con- 
fidence in the peaceful intentions of the par- 
ticipating States. 

The Open Skies Treaty is the most wide- 
ranging international confidence-building re- 
gime ever developed, covering the entire ter- 
ritory of North America and nearly all of Eu- 
rope and the former Soviet Union. Its ar- 
rangements for observation flights using pho- 
tographic, radar, and infrared sensors and its 
provisions for sharing among participants the 
information gathered are innovative means 
to help promote openness and stability in Eu- 
rope in these uncertain times. Open Skies 
could also serve as a basis for similar arrange- 
ments in other regions of the world where 
there is a need to build confidence. 

The treaty establishes an Open Skies Con- 
sultative Commission. In early April it will 
convene in Vienna, Austria, to complete work 
on outstanding technical and cost issues re- 
garding treaty implementation. The treaty 
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will be submitted to the United States Senate 
for its advice and consent to ratification once 
this work is finished to the satisfaction of all 
participants. 


Statement by Press Secretary 
Fitzwater on eo ame 
Diplomatic Relations With Georgia 


March 24, 1992 


The President has decided that the United 
States will take immediate steps to establish 
diplomatic relations with Georgia. The Unit- 
ed States had recognized Georgian inde- 
pendence on December 25, 1991. In recent 
weeks, the new Georgian Government has 
taken steps to restore civilian rule, begin a 
dialog on national reconciliation, and com- 
mitted itself to holding parliamentary elec- 
tions this year. On the basis of these actions 
and following communications between the 
leader of the Georgian State Council, Eduard 
Shevardnadze, and Secretary of State James 
Baker on the political, economic, and secu- 
rity principles of most importance to the 
United States, the President believes that 
U.S. interests will be best served by having 
diplomatic ties with the Georgian Govern- 
ment. The depth, extent, and richness of U.S. 
relations with Georgia will depend on the 
Georgian Government's commitment to 
these principles. 

With this action, the United States now 
has diplomatic relations with all 12 of the 
new States of the former Soviet Union. 

The United States will open an Embassy 
in Tbilisi as soon as possible. In addition, the 
United States will support Georgia’s mem- 
bership in relevant international organiza- 
tions, including the International Monetary 
Fund and World Bank. 


Statement by Press Secretary 
Fitzwater on the President’s 
Medication 


March 24, 1992 


In response to questions at this morning's 
briefing, the President’s only medication is 
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a daily dosage of Synthroid. He takes this 
medication in pill form. It represents a life- 
time maintenance treatment for his thyroid 
condition. This is the same medication Mrs. 
Bush takes for her thyroid condition. 


Statement on Winning the 
Connecticut Primary 


March 24, 1992 


I want to thank the voters of Connecticut 
who made it clear today: The answer is less 
government spending, not more taxes. As I 
announced on March 20, the line-item 
spending cuts I am sending to Congress will 
eliminate some unneeded weapons systems 
made in Connecticut. Cutting spending is a 
tough call, especially in a State where the 
economy is hurting. 

In spite of this, we won an impressive vic- 
tory today from people who understand that 
being President of the United States some- 
times means making difficult decisions. 


Remarks and an Exchange With 
Reporters Prior to a Meeting With 
Republican Congressional Leaders 
March 25, 1992 


The President. Let me just say I want to 
thank you all, Republican Members of the 
House and the Senate, for coming in here; 
and first, to thank you all for your help last 
week in trying to stop the tax increase bill. 
And it was a heroic effort, but we were out- 
numbered. They passed the bill, only nar- 
rowly, and I vetoed it. And thanks to you 
all, we have the votes now to sustain that 
veto. And I just would urge that we go the 
extra mile to have a strong show of support 
against this tax-and-spend legislation. 

So the other point I want to mention is 
there is an effort, as we all know, to knock 
down the firewalls, in other words, to remove 
the spending caps. And I am convinced the 
American people think that we are spending 
too much. One safeguard we've got, thanks 
to many people around this table, are those 
caps. We just must keep those in place, the 
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one discipline that helps you in your fight 
against excessive spending there. 


So, I want to win that vote for controlling 
spending. If we can’t do that, again, the only 
power I have to stand up against the exces- 
sive spending is the veto. And you all should 
know, I’ve told some, told the leadership per- 
sonally that that certainly would be—and my 
intention would be to veto that kind of re- 
moval of the lid on spending. So we’re going 
to keep doing it. I appreciate the support for 
the rescission approach. And we are going 
to make a change in attitude. This isn’t just 
kind of a posturing for politics. I think the 
American people want to see significant 
change in the spending patterns and habits. 
You all have been magnificent in your leader- 
ship, and I just would urge you now as we 
go down to the crunch period here to do 
all you can to sustain this veto and to see 
that they don’t take those caps off. 


So thank you very much, and we can talk 
a little bit more about it as we go along here. 


Federal Budget 


Q. Mr. President, since you're talking to 
us, I wonder if I could ask you how, sir, you 
can 


The President. I was really talking to 
these guys. 


Q. how you can boast of your eco- 
nomic plan’s not increasing the deficit when 
your budget, sir, would result in the largest 
deficit in history? 


The President. Well, I think I can boast 
of it because if we can get done what we 
want to do, we will begin to really put some 
checks on this deficit. There are some dif- 
ficult things in my approach. For the first 
time, we’re trying to control the growth, not 
cut but control the growth of these mandated 
spending programs. And that isn’t easy, but 
it’s a very important addition to the debate. 
And Id like to see it done. So the program 
speaks for itself. And if we had more people 
like those around this table, we’d be able to 
make progress. It’s just that clear. 
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Connecticut Primary 


Q. Mr. President, are you disappointed by 
the rather sizable protest vote in your native 
State yesterday? 


The President. No, I was very glad about 
the size of the win. You know, if I would 
win a general election by 65 to 20, or what- 
ever it was, I would salute that as a magnifi- 
cent victory. And I am very pleased the way 
it’s going and grateful to many here that have 
been out on the stump helping with it. 


Q. Are you pleased with how the Demo- 
cratic race is shaping up? 


The President. Let them sort out their 
business. Let them sort their business out. 
They don’t need me to tell them who they 
ought to vote for over there, but I see nothing 
to be unhappy about. 


Thank you all very much. 


Cooperation With Congress 


Q. Mr. President, why have you refused 
to negotiate with the Democrats at all on 
your economic program? 


The President. Listen, the American peo- 
know that from day one I held out my 
nand in trying to get something done. And 
now the time has come to take the case to 
the American people. The hand is still out 
there. But it’s not going to be out there on 
the tax-and-spend plan. And that ought to 
be very, very clear. And if that’s not clear 
now, it'll sure be clear when the debate really 
gets public out there in this election process. 
It goes on and on and on. 


But that’s the answer to it, and I don’t 
think there’s a single American that feels I 
haven’t at least tried with the Congress. 
These people have tried. And every time they 
turn around, they have something jammed 
down their throat by majorities that simply 
are also aware of politics and want to put 
into play things that would not help this 
economy. We’re trying to help it. We're try- 
ing to stimulate it. We're trying to increase 
investment. And we’re not interested in more 
taxes, and we're not interested in ever-in- 
creasing levels of Federal spending. And 
that’s the case that’s getting in focus now. 

Thank you all very much. 
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Note: The exchange began at 10:08 a.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House. 


Remarks on Signing the Greek 
Independence Day Proclamation 
March 25, 1992 


Welcome to the Rose Garden on this 
beautiful day. We’re so pleased to have you 
all here. Thank you for the welcome for His 
Eminence and me, and it’s a pleasure to wel- 
come you, many of you, most of you, back 
to the White House. 

First, may I pay my most sincere respects 
to Archbishop Iakovos, a true spiritual leader 
for whom we have enormous respect. And 
I’m just delighted that he’s here with us 
today. And I want to thank our Cabinet Min- 
ister Ed Derwinski, who is so well-known in 
Greece, and Ambassador Zacharakis, who is 
here. And also our congressional contingent: 
Mike Bilirakis, over here; George Gekas was 
to be here, but he may have been kept away 
by work. And of course, Senator Arlen Spec- 
ter is with us today. I would like to welcome 
Mr. Angelopoulos from Athens, who pre- 
sented me this commemorative medal in the 
Oval Office just a minute ago. We are de- 
lighted you are here, sir. 

This Greek-American—this Greek Inde- 
— Day—I say Greek-American day 

ecause Americans of Greek heritage cele- 
brate it—it’s a wonderful day for the Greek- 
American community and for all of us who 
cherish freedom. Greece can never be just 
another country to the United States. And 
the U.S. and Greece are the firmest of 
friends, the strongest of allies. And I might 
take this opportunity to salute Prime Min- 
ister Mitsotakis, with whom I have a very cor- 
dial relationship, most cooperative relation- 
ship. I talked to him just the other day on 
the phone. 

We are committed to maintaining the 
close cooperation that has developed with his 
Government, and we will continue to serve 
as a catalyst in the U.N. Secretary-General’s 
effort to negotiate a fair and a permanent 
settlement to the Cyprus issue. In our view, 
there is one Cyprus, and we are going to con- 
tinue to heal the division that scars this lovely 
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island. Now, we have consistently made clear 
our view that the time has come to settle 
this question, and I am going to continue to 
give it my personal attention. We’re also sen- 
sitive to Greek concerns about the breakup 
of Yugoslavia. And I’ve been in touch again, 
I mentioned, with my dear friend Prime Min- 
ister Mitsotakis about this highly sensitive 
issue. And as his Government works towards 
a solution to this, it can be assured of our 
support. 

Neither Greece nor America is a stranger 
to the struggle for freedom. And as allies in 
NATO we've worked in common cause to 
preserve the peace. Today we remember that 
our ideals and values have been preserved 
at high cost, the valor and sacrifice of our 
nations’ finest young men and women. Greek 
heritage is, in so many respects, American 
heritage. And I’m deeply moved to realize 
how important it is to interpret for future 
generations the significance of our independ- 
ence days. We must not forget, and we can- 
not let our children forget, lest the struggle 
be repeated. And so we celebrate these anni- 
versaries of freedom, and we tell the old sto- 
ries in order to preserve that which we value 
so highly. 

This morning I want to commend the 
Greek-American community for the way 
you ve preserved your traditions. The Greek- 
American culture continues to provide a 
model for greatness. I can cite many exam- 
ples, but I want to particularly commend the 
value that this wonderful community places 
on family and on tradition. Through your 
commitment to strong families, those great 
traditions have endured, and your culture has 
thrived in this new land. These values, the 
ones that we pass along from one generation 
to the next, are the greatest of all legacies. 
But these are not just a comfortable luxury. 
They are a vital part of the social capital that 
a nation must possess if it’s to be great, but 
more significantly, if it’s to be good. 

Today as we join with you to commemo- 
rate the 17lst anniversary of Greek inde- 
pendence, we also celebrate Archbishop 
lakovos’ 33d year as Archbishop of the Amer- 
icas. As His Eminence was at the forefront 
of the march for civil rights, now the Greek- 
American family is at the forefront in the 
modeling for today’s generation those endur- 
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ing personal and family values that are the 
necessary underpinning for continued de- 
mocracy and freedom. 

I still remember Archbishop Iakovos’ 
benediction at our convention in 1988, and 
he prayed in a nonpartisan way, I want to 
say. But he prayed that we would, and here 
was the words, “Carry, renew, and redefine 
the legacy and mandate to keep this Nation 
under God in an unending quest for unity, 
justice, moral integrity, and spiritual alert- 
ness and readiness.” On this Greek Inde- 
pendence Day let that be the prayer and the 
challenge to us all. 

And now it is my real pleasure to put pen 
to paper and proclaim Greek Independence 
Day: A National Day of Celebration of Greek 
and American Democracy. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:18 a.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Christos Zacharakis, 
Greek Ambassador to the United States, and 
Panayiopis Angelopoulos, a visiting Greek in- 
dustrialist. 


Proclamation 6417—Greek 
Independence Day: A National Day 
of Celebration of Greek and 
American Democracy, 1992 


March 25, 1992 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


The United States proudly joins in cele- 
brating Greek Independence Day on March 
25, not only because many Americans trace 
their roots to Greece, but also because our 
two countries share a strong commitment to 
the ideals of freedom and democratic govern- 
ment. 

When the people of Greece began to seek 
independence 171 years ago, they enjoyed 
widespread support in the United States. 
President Monroe expressed admiration for 
“the heroic struggle” of the Greeks during 
his seventh annual address to the Congress, 
and countless Americans shared his “ardent 
wishes” that their quest for liberty would tri- 


545 


umph. Yet the shared aspirations and values 
that unite the Greek and American peoples 
can be traced long before the historic events 
of the early 19th century. 

The great philosophers of ancient Greece 
and the experiences of its city-states had a 
profound impact on the founding of our Re- 
public—as they have had on the develop- 
ment of all Western civilization. Many of our 
Founders were well schooled in classical lan- 
guages and Greek literature, and their view 
of both human nature and the nature of civil 
order was clearly influenced by the thought 
of Solon, Thucydides, Plato, and other Greek 
statesmen, historians, and philosophers. 
Thomas Jefferson praised Greece for the en- 
lightenment that was provided by its “splen- 
did constellation of sages and heroes,” and 
James Madison and other delegates to the 
Federal Convention often referred to the ex- 
periences of the Amphictyonic council and 
the Achaean league when debating proposals 
for the representation of States under our 
Constitution. Greek antiquity offered the 
Framers of our Constitution many valuable 
insights as they labored to establish a just 
and enduring system of democratic govern- 
ment in the United States. 

Thousands of years ago, Greece became 
the “cradle of democracy.” Today, democ- 
racy is no longer a nascent ideal, but a tried 
and proven form of government that contin- 
ues to flourish around the world as hundreds 
of millions of people seek the blessings of 
freedom and self-government. During this 
period of historic change for so many nations, 
it is fitting that the peoples of the United 
States and Greece reaffirm our shared demo- 
cratic heritage and the importance of our 
continuing cooperation. The Western alli- 
ance of democratic nations, including 
Greece, was instrumental in thwarting impe- 
rial communism and hastening the collapse 
of totalitarian regimes. Now, as newly emerg- 
ing democracies grapple with serious prob- 
lems of economic hardship and social unrest, 
the United States and Greece will continue 
to stand as partners in the promotion of 
peace and stability based on respect for 
human rights and for the rule of law. 

As an expression of the warm and friendly 
relations that exist between the Greek and 
American peoples and our governments, the 
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Congress, by Public Law 102-263, has des- 
ignated March 25, 1992, as “Greek Inde- 
pendence Day: A National Day of Celebra- 
tion of Greek and American Democracy” and 
has authorized and requested the President 
to issue a proclamation in observance of this 
day. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim March 25, 1992, as Greek 
Independence Day: A National Day of Cele- 
bration of Greek and American Democracy. 
I invite all Americans to observe this day with 
appropriate programs, ceremonies, and ac- 
tivities in honor of the Greek people and 
Greek independence. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-fifth day of March, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-two, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and sixteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
1:56 p.m., March 26, 1992] 


Note: This proclamation was published in 
the Federal Register on March 30. 


Statement on the House of 
Representatives Action To Sustain 
the Tax Bill Veto 


March 25, 1992 


I am pleased that the House of Rep- 
resentatives has voted to sustain my veto of 
the Democratic tax increase. This 215-211 
vote indicates broad support for my position 
in both parties. We don’t need a tax increase. 
We do need an economic growth package 
that will spur savings and investments in this 
country and create new jobs. I am hopeful 
that the many Democrats who gave us major- 
ity strength on the veto vote might join us 
on proposals to speed the economic recovery. 
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Statement by Press Secretary 
Fitzwater on White House Medical 
Care 


March 25, 1992 


As Commander in Chief of the Armed 
Forces, President Bush receives medical care 
as provided by the military. The medical of- 
fices in the White House are staffed by mili- 
tary personnel for the treatment of military 
on the staff. The military medical staff may 
respond to civilian emergency needs, but pri- 
mary care and prescriptions are referred for 
private medical care. 


Statement by Press Secretary 
Fitzwater on the President’s Physical 
Examination 


March 26, 1992 


The President is in great shape. He com- 
pleted a routine physical examination today 
at Bethesda Naval Hospital and is in excel- 
lent health. The President’s examination 
lasted approximately 4 hours. The physical 
was conducted under the direction of Dr. 
Burton Lee, the President’s personal physi- 
cian. “The President remains in excellent 
health,” Dr. Lee said. “He will continue his 
normal busy work schedule and physical ac- 
tivity.” 

Ophthalmologists continue to test the 
President for the raised pressure in his left 
eye, but his condition remains stable and 
there is no evidence of any development of 
glaucoma signs or symptoms. No treatment 
is indicated at the present time. 


Among his test results are: chest x-ray, nor- 
mal; x-rays of hips and neck, mild degenera- 
tive osteoarthritis; electrocardiogram (EKG), 
normal; urinalysis, no abnormalities; normal 
urologic exam; blood tests completely normal 


including cholesterol, triglyceride, and 
lipoprotein levels; and dermatology, no sig- 
nificant problem or change. There is no evi- 
dence of any heart disease. His thyroid func- 
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tion remains completely normal, on 


Synthroid .15 milligrams a day. 


Statement by Press Secretary 
Fitzwater on the President’s "Phy sical 
Examination 


March 26, 1992 


The President’s physical checkup this 
morning showed no evidence of skin cancer 
However, the doctors did “freeze” with lig- 
uid nitrogen four very minute keratoses on 
the President’s face. These will appear as 
small dark spots on the President’s face and 
will disappear within a few days. The Presi- 
dent has had keratoses removed on previous 
occasions over the years. 


Nomination of Karl A. Erb To Be an 
Associate Director of the Office of 
Science and Technology Policy 


March 26, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Karl A. Erb, of Virginia, 
to be an Associate Director of the Office of 
Science and Technology Policy. He would 
succeed William D. Phillips. 


Currently Dr. Erb serves as Acting Associ- 
ate Director of Physical Sciences and Engi- 
neering in the Of ffice of Science and Tech- 
nology Policy, Executive Office of the Presi- 
dent. Prior to this he served as Assistant Di- 
rector of Physical Sciences and Engineering 
in the Office of Science and Technology Pol- 
icy, 1989-91. In addition, Dr. Erb served 
with the National Science Foundation as 
Deputy Director of the Physics Division, 
1991-present, and Program Director of Nu- 
clear Physics, 1986-91. 


Dr. Erb graduated from New York Univer- 
sity (B.A., 1965) and the University of Michi- 
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gan (M.S., 1966; Ph.D., 1970). He was born 
June 30, 1942, in Chicago, IL. Dr. Erb is 
married, has two children, and resides in Ar- 
lington, VA. 


Remarks to the Coalition for the 
Restoration of the Black Family and 
Society 

March 26, 1992 


Welcome, everybody. Please be seated 
now and relax here. First, let me just say how 
pleased I am—and I know you'll be, to hear 
from Lamar Alexander—but pleased I am 
that he’s here. And you talk about something 
important for our Nation, what he is doing 
in working for a program that I'll just touch 
on today, but that I think about every single 
day. Our program America 2000 is a chance 
to revolutionize, literally revolutionize Amer- 
ican schools to give these kids a break, make 
them competitive in the future, is just won- 
derful. So I know you're going to enjoy hear- 
ing from this former Governor who is now 
working so hard as a Cabinet member to do 
something for the kids and also, I might say 
for the teachers, those of you who teach. And 
so he’s here, and you'll be hearing from him. 

This, for me, is a very wonderful occasion. 
I’m looking forward to it. It’s not just that 
I passed my physical a few minutes ago with 
flying colors, but, you know, you always won- 
der about those things, you know, when you 
go out to get all this probing and checking, 
et cetera. But in any event, I feel blessed 
in that sense. 

And let me just—a few serious comments. 
I have tried as President to preserve and 
strengthen three significant legacies: world 
peace, productive jobs for all here in this 
country, and then strong families. And when 
it comes to family, I think maybe Barbara 
said it the best. She said, “What goes on at 
the White House is not nearly as important 
as what goes on in your house.” And what 
she was saying was emphasizing the impor- 
tance of family, the importance of parents 
reading to kids, families staying together in 
these troubled times. 

And I don’t have to remind this group of 
committed leaders of the disturbing trends 
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that we are bucking. You're fighting them in 
your neighborhoods, in your churches, and 
in your communities every single day, with 
broken hearts. And your hearts have already 
been stirred by the forces that threaten the 
American family and society. 

And so let me put it this way: In too many 
cases, if our Government had set out deter- 
mined to destroy the family, it couldn’t have 
done greater damage than some of what we 
see today. Too often these programs, well- 
intentioned, welfare programs for example, 
which were meant to provide for temporary 
support, have undermined responsibility. 
They've robbed people of control of their 
lives, destroyed their dignity, in some cases— 
and we've tried hard to change this—encour- 
aged people, man and wife, to live apart be- 
cause they might just get a little bit more 
to put in their pockets. 

We've got to do better. I know we've got 
a lot of reverends here, and I know I’m 
preaching to the choir—{laughter]—but let 
me just say this: No group is more aware 
of the necessity for character-based solutions 
in communitywide efforts than this coalition. 
And I want to assure you of our commitment 
to those same guiding principles, the prin- 
ciples that you try to inculcate into your par- 
ishes, into your schools, into your neighbor- 
hoods. No one cares more about it than we 
do. And I just want you to know we are com- 
mitted. And I want to assure you of my con- 
fidence in this partnership, my support for 
your leadership out there, as I say, on the 
front lines of the battle for our Nation’s fami- 
lies. 

I have appointed a commission. You some- 
times hear, “Oh, there he goes, one more 
commission.” The mayors came to see me 
from the League of Cities, large cities like 
Los Angeles, small cities like a small commu- 
nity out in North Carolina, Plano, Texas, a 
wide variety of mayors. And they said, “The 
one thing that we think really gets to the fun- 
damentals of the deterioration in the cities 
is the deterioration of the American family.” 
So we put together this Commission to take 
a hard look at how do you strengthen the 
family, what legislation do you take away that 
may be dividing families, what legislation can 
we encourage to help the families and those 
that are trying to educate their kids and keep 
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things together. And that Commission I look 
forward to hearing from. The Chairman of 
it is Governor Ashcroft out there in Missouri. 
Mayor Strauss, Annette Strauss, former 
mayor of Dallas is Cochair. And we've got 
a good Commission who share your views on 
family. I think the Commission will help a 
lot. 

We've got to create new incentives for ex- 
cellence. And Lamar will talk to you about 
that as how it fits into our education program. 
One incentive: school choice. We have to 
give all parents, not just the wealthy, the 
power to choose. And the schools that aren’t 
chosen, as Lamar will explain, then improve 
themselves. There’s a great record of that. 
And so we need your help there, the power 
to choose which schools serve the kids the 
best. And that means public; it means pri- 
vate; it means religious. And I don’t believe 
that’s against the Constitution. We have 
shown that when we work together we can 
get the job done. And I want to thank every- 
body here that helped on the nomination of 
Clarence Thomas to the Supreme Court. He 
will be an outstanding Justice. 

I know you can’t do it alone, and I can’t 
do it alone. But I want you to know I am 
going to continue to do what I can to bring 
down the walls of intolerance and prejudice 
in this country. I spoke out about it, will con- 
tinue to speak out about it. I got a great joy 
in standing on the steps of the Mississippi 
capitol and saying in front of, whatever it was, 
5,000-10,000 people, that there is no place 
for anti-Semitism or for racial bigotry or prej- 
udice in this country. It is not regional. This 
is a national thing. And there’s just as much 
tolerance or intolerance in States in the 
North or South or East or West. This is a 
national problem. And we've got to do what 
we can to make things better, to make things 
a little less ugly. 

When economic conditions are tough, 
then we find people resorting to prejudice. 
We find neighbor looking at neighbor sus- 
piciously. And we've got to try to change this. 
And so I will—I just wanted you all to know 
not only am I aware of the problem, but I 
want to do my level-best to be a constructive 
influence for change. 

One thing that’s vital to the family is a 
strong economy. And we're working to im- 
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prove it. And I need your help on another 
issue, an issue that points out the urgent need 
for economic revival and Government re- 
form. 

Last week the Congress tried to put 
through a massive tax increase, the kind that 
would have stopped, in my view, stopped our 
economic recovery that’s starting dead in the 
tracks. And I told Congress Id veto that bill, 
and I did it. And yesterday the House leader- 
ship, Democrats, tried to override my veto. 
You may not have seen much on this, but 
what was meant to be a show of strength 
simply put a spotlight on disarray up there. 
Not only did the Democrats fail to muster 
enough votes to override that veto, but they 
failed to sustain the simple majority that 
passed the bill last Friday in the first place. 
And that is almost unheard of. I’m told this 
is the third time that’s happened this century, 
first time since 1972, twice in the last 60 
years. So I want to thank those Members of 
Congress from both parties who had the 
courage of their convictions to say no to more 
taxes on the American family. 

That is a beginning. It is not enough. And 
if Congress really wants to help get this econ- 
omy moving now, now that we’ve gotten this 
underbrush out of the way, to help me create 
jobs and revive hope, then I say pass this 
incentive plan that I have up there and to 
put America back to work. 

We know we can’t wait for Congress to 
see the light. And so, beginning today, I’ve 
asked a couple of Congressmen, Senator 
McCain of Arizona, Congressman Harris Fa- 
well of Illinois, to formally introduce our re- 
quest for rescissions. There are 68 Federal 
projects that we don’t need. They are not 
related to jobs, and we simply cannot ask the 
taxpayers, given the needs that you all are 
aware of, to pay for things that aren’t nec- 
essary in these troubled times. 

So under the rules, what I’ve proposed 
now gives Congress 25 days to act, te uphold 
the cuts that we want to make, or they have 
to then stand up in broad daylight in front 
of you, their constituents, to go ahead with 
a vote, up or down, on spending that we sim- 
ply don’t need. We may see Congress resort 
to a lot of political gimmickry to get away 
from having to cast such a vote in the sun- 
light, but I think we owe it to the American 
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family and everyone who works hard and 
struggles to make ends meet to hold the line 
on spending that is unnecessary. And we're 
going to keep doing that. 

Also this week, the leaders who control 
Capitol Hill did something else: They began 
a new effort to remove the spending caps. 
That’s the only protection the taxpayer has, 
the only defense he has against the excesses 
of Government spending, these enormous 
deficits that add to the mortgage on the fu- 
ture of my grandchildren and your chil- 
dren—you’re all younger. [Laughter] So the 
Democratic leadership wants to kill those 
caps so Congress can then go ahead and 
spend more. And we simply cannot let that 
happen. 

What we're seeing today is the beginning 
of a battle between those who want to change 
things up there and those who want to stick 
with the status quo. And I say, let the status 
quo people be warned: We are going to be 
making these changes, taking the case to the 
American people. 

You see, I am very confident about this 
country. I know we’ve been through an awful 
lot. But America will be restored not just 
through Government, not Government med- 
dling, empty slogans, symbolic gestures, but 
by strong, clear voices of reason and then 
consistent acts of responsibility. And we are 
going to be restored not by outsiders coming 
in with a better idea, but by people who are 
passionate about, and this is where you all 
fit in, passionate about reclaiming your 
streets, rescuing the kids from the forces that 
literally would destroy them. And we will be 
restored. We've got to see our drug program 
succeed. We've got to see Lamar’s program 
and mine, America 2000, be a success. And 
there’s the challenge. 


I thank you for what you've done, teachers, 
pastors, neighbors, friends. We are not about 
to give up on the United States. And you 
know, we've got a lot of blessings out there. 
Your kids et mine go to sleep at night with 
a little less fear of nuclear war. That’s good. 
That’s a good thing. Now, let’s take what we 
did to change the world and use it working 
with you all to constructively change Amer- 
ica. 

Thank you very, very much for what you're 
doing. Good luck. 
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Note: The President spoke at 3:11 p.m. in 
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office Build- 


ing. 


Remarks to the Medal-Winning 
Teams of the National Science 
Olympiad 

March 27, 1992 


Everybody please be seated, and welcome, 
welcome. Well, I’m glad our previous meet- 
ing didn’t run late, or I’d have had to bring 
a note from Barbara. [Laughter] But it is so 
great to see all of you and to be here with 
two of our very, very best: Secretary Watkins, 
Secretary of Energy, also has this compelling 
and overriding interest in things educational; 
and also, Lamar Alexander, our Secretary of 
Education, who is leading from that Depart- 
ment for what we call America 2000 that I'll 
touch on in a minute. I'd like to greet the 
two up here also, Mr. Cairns and Mr. Putz, 
our leaders, your leaders, and thank them for 
their vision and for all they're doing. Their 
successful State competition has really in- 
spired the Olympiad program. And most of 
all, though, let me welcome all of you, the 
very special young men and women here rep- 
resenting the 10,000 schools and the 1.5 mil- 
lion students who take part in the special 
Olympiad. Congratulations on your victory in 
America’s olympics of the mind. 

I know a lot of you are not only looking 
back with pride on last year’s victory, but 
you're looking ahead to May 16th at Auburn, 
especially the teams from Grandville and 
Jenison Junior Highs. And you should be up 
for awards in the juggling event, too, because 
the way you can be in Washington with me 
today and then home in Michigan at your 
State Olympics competition tomorrow is 
pretty good. 

I am tremendously impressed by all of the 
students and, of course, all the teachers and 
by the incredible scope of activities in which 
you participate. You're really like decathlon 
athletes, good at so many varied skills like 
problem solving and test taking, device build- 
ing. 

I've looked over some of the things you’ve 
had to do to win in the Olympiad, and I’d 
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never be able to build a musical instrument 
out of nonmusical materials or identify the 
age of reptiles. Mesozoic, I’m told is the cor- 
rect one there for you amateur paleontolo- 
gists. That’s also around the time that dino- 
saurs started eating broccoli, your history 
books will tell you. [Laughter] I don’t want 
to get off of this subject, but did you notice 
the other day they said broccoli is good for 
your health? I’ve felt it was a medicine all 
along. [Laughter] 

So anyway, you've worked all year to get 
where you are, competing in 32 individual 
and team events in subjects like biology and 
chemistry, physics, Earth science, and com- 
puters. 

You know, I might just be able to compete 
after all. Last year, at the urging, the insist- 
ence of Secretary Alexander, who is a very 
persistent fellow, I started to learn how to 
work a computer. And it’s taken me a while, 
but a couple of months ago I wrote my first 
program. I called it “Michelangelo.” [Laugh- 
ter] And I wonder—I’m never quite sure 
what ever happened to it. [Laughter] 

No, but seriously, you know, Lamar makes 
the point that nobody is too old to learn. And 
so he said, “You’ve got to do something.” So 
I know I could learn from everybody in this 
room about it, but I’m really enjoying it, 
sending out memos and trying to master what 
you all know so much about. You’re more 
than smart, and you’re more than hard-work- 
ing teams, I’ve heard. You’re the best ambas- 
sadors that this country has. You show who 
we can be and what we can do if we just 
put our minds and our great American genius 
to work. And I am proud to honor you today 
because your Nation is proud to claim you, 
proud to recognize your achievement. 

You’ve shown the kind of excellence that 
will help us meet the ambitious goals that 
we've set for our Nation in this America 2000 
education strategy that I mentioned. We 
know we've got to be competitive all across 
the board, but we especially have to be com- 
petitive in math and science in this changing 
world. Our economic health, our economic 
survival depend on how we educate ourselves 
to face the challenges out there. We've called 
on our kids to be number one in the world 
in math and science by the turn of the cen- 
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tury. And you are visible proof that we can 
do it. 

I’m sure you've heard the results of the 
most recent science study of American stu- 
dents. And those scores simply reinforce the 
fact that science must be made a priority. 
We're serious about science and math. We’ve 
requested over $2 billion in Federal spending 
on math and science education in next year’s 
budget. If my math is correct, and with this 
crowd out here it had better be, that’s an 
increase of 123 percent in the last 3 years. 

We also want to bring new technology into 
the classroom so kids can interact with astro- 
nauts and explorers and scientists, so rural 
schools can have access to state-of-the-art re- 
sources, and so all American kids can be ex- 
posed to the cutting-edge technologies and 
ideas that will shape their future. 

Each one of you has learned for yourselves 
the true meaning of math and science. Be- 
fore the numbers and the charts and tables, 
there is the question and the quest. And 
we’ve got to harness that same spirit of inno- 
vation, that same sense of discovery to 
reinvent American education, to turn our 
backs on the status quo, break the mold, and 
build a new generation of American schools 
We've got to create new incentives for excel- 
lence, like school choice, by giving parents 
the power to choose which schools serve 
their children best, public, private, religious. 

And if we're really serious about excel- 
lence in education, we’ve got to recognize 
that renaissance begins with revolution. Real 
excellence demands commitment, not just 
from government but from everyone in every 
community, as we move this Nation towards 
achieving those six national education goals. 
It demands talented men and women giving 
their time to become tutors, mentors, and 


classroom assistants. I call them Points of 


Light. It demands businesses, churches and 
synagogues, civic groups forming partner- 
ships to support local schools, working to- 
gether towards what we call America 2000 
communities, places where education doesn’t 
just happen in the classroom, places where 
education means lifelong learning. Together, 
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we really will reinvent the American school, 
community by community, neighborhood by 
neighborhood, all across the United States. 

The Science Olympiad program shows us 
the way, lights the way. It brings together 
3,000 volunteers, teachers, parents, business 
people, each one working to strengthen ex- 
cellence in his or her own community. Folks 
like the neighbors of Pierce School, who ran 
car washes, sold candy, collected con- 
tributions to raise $12,000 so their team 
could go to the nationals. I hear even the 
fourth graders in the nearby Exton School 
raised $10, and when you're trying to get by 
on an allowance, $10 is a small fortune. 

And you’re all here today because of vol- 
unteers like these across this country. And 
you're here because you're not afraid to 
reach out for excellence. And that’s why I 
was determined to come over here to salute 
you. We think of the scientist who one day 
will discover the cure for cancer, find the 
formula to guarantee against AIDS, or use 
technology to wipe out hunger. And we real- 
ize that today that man or woman is a student 
in a science class somewhere. Maybe it’s a 
kid who will catch a spark from this program, 
a spark that will change his life, her life, and 
in the process literally change the world. The 
Science Olympiad has that kind of power. 

So, congratulations on your achievements, 
on bringing to academic competition the 
pride and enthusiasm usually known in sports 
contests, and on making learning exciting. So 
good luck in everything you do. And when 
one of you kids can prove who started the 
Michelangelo virus, just remember: My 
name is Dana Carvey. [Laughter]. 

Now, thank you all for coming. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:50 p.m. in 
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office Build- 
ing. In his remarks, he referred to John 
Cairns, science supervisor, Delaware Depart- 
ment of Public Instruction; Gerard J. Putz; 


science consultant, Macomb _ Intermediate 
School District, Macomb County, MI; and 
comedian Dana Carvey. 
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Statement by Press Secreta 
Fitzwater on Trade with the Former 
Soviet Union 


March 27, 1992 


The remarkable changes occurring in Rus- 
sia and the other new States of the former 
Soviet Union offer the United States Govern- 
ment and the private sector unique opportu- 
nities to expand trade with these countries, 
especially in high-technology areas that have 
not before been readily available to us. 

The administration’s policy is to actively 
seek opportunities to acquire goods, services, 
and technologies from the new republics that 
benefit our economic and other security in- 
terests and to encourage private business to 
expand their search for new opportunities. 
We are particularly interested in access to 
new technologies that can be acquired eco- 
nomically. To facilitate this process we are 
moving to eliminate restrictions that pre- 
vented normal trade during the cold war. We 
are therefore announcing today several steps 
to promote greater levels of trade with these 
countries consistent with our firm support for 
democratic and market economic reforms. 

First, the administration will promote a 
greater exchange of technology between our 
countries in an area once closed by both 
sides. Specifically: 

e We will authorize the procurement by 
the Department of Defense of the Rus- 
sian Topaz space power unit that will 
give us access to new technology at a 
significantly lower cost than if we were 
to try to develop it ourselves. 

e We will also authorize the purchase by 
the Department of Defense of four Hall 
thrusters which have possible applica- 
tions for efficient orbital transfers of sat- 
ellites, and we have approved a license 
application for a private U.S. firm to 
proceed towards the purchase of these 
devices. 

e We will authorize a purchase of pluto- 
nium-238 from Russia, an isotope of 
plutonium not used in nuclear explo- 
sives. This purchase will allow us to 
meet NASA schedules for needed space 
power supplies economically and with- 
out the need to restart a nuclear reactor 
to do so. 


Mar. 27 / Administration of George Bush, 1992 


Second, we are also working to remove re- 
maining barriers to commercial imports of 
nonmilitary items involving the private sec- 
tor. In those few instances where import li- 
censes may be required, we will review such 
licenses expeditiously. 

Third, I would also note that the United 
States and our allies have reduced COCOM 
controls by over two-thirds and will continue 
to work to ensure that we maintain only those 
controls on high-technology trade that are 
needed to protect our most vital security in- 
terests. In that regard, the American business 
community should be assured that export li- 
censes for civilian transactions will be proc- 
essed expeditiously. 

These transactions clearly signal our desire 
to normalize trade with the new States. 

Additional details are available in a sepa- 
rate fact sheet. 


Nomination of Roman Popadiuk To 
Be United States Ambassador to 
Ukraine 


March 27, 1992 


The President today announced his nom- 
ination of Roman Popadiuk, of New York, 
a career member of the Foreign Service, to 
be Ambassador to Ukraine. 

In January 1989, the President appointed 
Mr. Popadiuk to be Deputy Assistant to the 
President and Deputy Press Secretary for 
Foreign Affairs, a position he holds to date. 

In President Reagan’s administration, Mr. 
Popadiuk served as an Assistant Press Sec- 
retary from July 1986 until March 1988, 
when he became Special Assistant to the 
President and Deputy Press Secretary for 
Foreign Affairs. In October of that year, the 
President appointed him a Deputy Assistant. 

Mr. Popadiuk has been a career Foreign 
Service officer since 1981. He served in Mex- 
ico City from 1982 to 1984, where he did 
consular and political work and was Special 
Assistant to the Ambassador. From 1984 to 
1986, he had a tour with the Department 
of State and the National Security Council. 
Prior to joining the Foreign Service, he was 
an adjunct lecturer in political science at 
Brooklyn College in New York City. 
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Mr. Popadiuk was awarded the Meritori- 
ous Honor Award in 1987 and the Superior 
Honor Award in 1992 by the U.S. Depart- 
ment of State. In 1991, Mr. Popadiuk re- 
ceived the “Ukrainian of the Year” Annual 
Achievement Award from the Ukrainian In- 
stitute of America, Inc. 

Mr. Popadiuk was born in Austria on May 
30, 1950. He graduated from Hunter College 
(B.A., 1973) and City University of New York 
(Ph.D., 1980). He is married to the former 
Judith Ann Fedkiw. They have four children 
and reside in Bethesda, MD. 





Points of Light Recognition Program 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his com- 
mitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Amer- 
ican. 





March 21 
Volunteers of Love Outreach, of Richmond, VA 
March 23 


Volunteers of the Medical Van Project of the 
Travelers Aid Society, of Rhode Island 


March 24 

Mary Ellen Heron, of Spokane, WA 
March 25 

George Milton Bird, of Shelby, AL 
March 26 

Keith Sackett, of Towanda, PA 
March 27 


Volunteers of the Science & Math Achiever 
Teams (SMArTeams), of New Haven, CT 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President's 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the Press 
Secretary and not included elsewhere in this 
issue. 
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March 21 

The President and German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl had a morning meeting and a 
working lunch at Camp David, MD. 


March 22 

The President and Mrs. Bush, accom- 
panied by Chancellor and Mrs. Kohl, re- 
turned to the White House from Camp 
David, MD, in the afternoon. 


March 23 

In the morning, the President met at the 
White House with the Vice President; Sam- 
uel K. Skinner, Chief of Staff to the Presi- 
dent; Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to the Presi- 
dent for National Security Affairs; and mem- 
bers of the CIA briefing staff. Also the Presi- 
dent had a domestic briefing in the Oval Of- 
fice. 

The President had afternoon meetings 
with: 

—Samuel K. Skinner; 

—Secretary of Defense Richard B. Che- 

ney. 


March 24 
The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; Samuel K. Skinner, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Samuel K. Skinner; 

—the Vice President, for lunch; 

—the March of Dimes poster child; 

—White House news ate raphers. 

In the evening, the Pridtont and Mrs. 
Bush hosted a private dinner in the Resi- 
dence for Prime Minister Michael Manley 
of Jamaica. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals to be mem- 
bers of the National Advisory Council on In- 
dian Education: 

Josephus D. Jacobs, of North Carolina, for a 
term expiring September 29, 1993. He would 
succeed Helen M. Scheirbeck. From 1970 to 
1984, Mr. Jacobs served as a county supervisor 
for the Farmers Home Administration in Ra- 
leigh, NC. 

Eddie L. Tullis, of Alabama, for a term expiring 
September 29, 19S4. This is a reappointment. 
Since 1976, Mr. Tullis has served as chairman 
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of the Poarch Band of Creek Indians in Atmore, 
AL. 


Francis G. Whitebird, of South Dakota, for a 
term expiring September 29, 1993. He would 
succeed Ronald P. Andrade. Currently Mr. 
Whitebird serves as a coordinator for the South 
Dakota State Indian Affairs Office in Pierre, 
SD. 

Albert A. Yazzie, of Arizona, for a term expiring 
September 29, 1993. He would succeed Gloria 
Ann Duus. Since 1980, Mr. Yazzie has served 
as superintendent for the Ganado Unified 
Schools, District 20, in Ganado, AZ. 


Sergio A. Maldonado, of Arizona, for a term ex- 
piring September 29, 1992. He would succeed 
Omar J. Lane. Since 1985, Mr. Maldonado has 
served as an Indian education supervisor for the 
Federal programs of the Tempe Elementary 
District 3 in Tempe, AZ. 

William D. Edmo, Sr., of Idaho, for a term expir- 
ing September 29, 1992. He would succeed An- 
drea L. Barlow. From 1989 to 1990, Dr. Edmo 
served as a grantsmanship specialist with Sho- 
shone-Bannock Tribes, Inc., in Fort Hall, ID. 

Sacajawea Ramona Tecumseh, of lowa, for a 
term expiring September 29, 1992. She would 


succeed Robert Keams Chiago. Currently Ms. 
Tecumseh serves as a doctoral student at Ari- 
zona State University in Tempe, AZ. 


Theresa Farley Neese, of Oklahoma, for a term 
expiring September 29, 1992. She would suc- 
ceed Marie Cox. Ms. Neese has served as direc- 
tor of small business and chief lobbyist for Okla- 
homa State Chamber of Commerce and Indus- 
try in Oklahoma City, OK. 


The President announced his intention to 
nominate the following individuals to be 
members of the National Science Board, Na- 
tional Science Foundation: 


For terms expiring May 10, 1998: 


F. Albert Cotton, of Texas. This is a reappoint- 
ment. Currently Dr. Cotton serves as a Robert 
A. Welch Distinguished Professor of chemistry 
and director of the laboratory for molecular 
structure and bonding at the department of 
chemistry of Texas A&M University in College 
Station, TX. 

James L. Powell, of Pennsylvania. This is a re- 
appointment. Currently Dr. Powell serves as a 
professor of agriculture and environmental 
sciences at the University of California at Davis. 

Charles Edward Hess, of California. He would 
succeed John C. Hancock. Currently Dr. Hess 
serves as Assistant Secretary for Science and 
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Education at the U.S. Department of Agri- 
culture in Washington, DC. 

John Hopcroft, of New York. He would succeed 
Frederick Phillips Brooks. Currently Dr. 
Hopcroft serves as a professor in the depart- 
ment of computer science at Cornell University 
in Ithaca, NY. 

Frank H.T. Rhodes, of New York. Currently Dr. 
Rhodes serves as president of Cornell Univer- 
sity in Ithaca, NY. 


For the remainder of the term expiring May 
10, 1992, succeeding Mary Lowe Good, and 
an additional term expiring May 10, 1998, 
as a reappointment: 


Richard Neil Zare, of California. Currently Dr. 
Zare serves as a Marguerite Blake Wilbur Pro- 
fessor of chemistry at Stanford University in 
Stanford, CA. 


March 25 
The President met in the morning at the 
White House with: 

—the Vice President; Samuel K. Skinner, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff. 

The President had afternoon meetings 

with: 

—Samuel K. Skinner; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III. 


March 26 
In the afternoon, the President had a do- 

mestic briefing in the Oval Office and then 

met with Samuel K. Skinner, Chief of Staff 
to the President. Later, the President hosted 

a reception for Republican Senators on the 

State Floor at the White House. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals to be mem- 
bers of the Commission for the Preservation 
of America’s Heritage Abroad: 

Julius Berman, of New York, for a term expiring 
August 17, 1992, and an additional term expir- 
ing August 17, 1995. This is a reappointment. 
Currently Mr. Berman serves as executive vice 
president and chief legal officer of the Olympia 
and York Companies in New York, NY. 

Hertz Frankel, of New York, for a term expiring 
July 13, 1993. He would succeed Gerald E. 
Rosen. Currently Mr. Frankel serves as director 
of Bedford-Harrison Day Care in Brooklyn, NY. 
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The President announced his intention to 
nominate Bruce D. Goodman, of Pennsylva- 
nia, to be a Commissioner of the Copyright 
Royalty Tribunal, for a term of 7 years. He 
would succeed Mario F. Aguero. Currently 
Mr. Goodman serves as president of FYI 
Network, Inc., a cable iene program- 
ming channel in Washington, DC. 


March 27 

The President met in the morning at the 
White House with: 

—the Vice President; Samuel K. Skinner, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III. 

Later, the President taped a radio address 
for broadcast on March 28. 

In the afternoon, the President met with 
the Latin Builders Association. 

The White House announced that the 
President will meet with President Francesco 
Cossiga of Italy on April 7. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate the following individuals to be 
members of the National Council on the Hu- 
manities for terms expiring January 26, 1998: 
Paul A. Cantor, of Virginia. He would succeed 

Aram Bakshian, Jr. Currently Dr. Cantor serves 


as a professor of English at the University of 


Virginia in Charlottesville, VA. 

Bruce Cole, of Indiana. He would succeed Alvin 
H. Bernstein. Currently Dr. Cole serves as a 
distinguished professor of Fine Arts with the 
Hope School of Fine Arts at Indiana University 
in Bloomington, IN. 

Joseph H. Hagan, of Massachusetts. He would 
succeed Paul J. Olscamp. Currently Dr. Hagan 
serves as president of Assumption College in 
Worcester, MA. 

Theodore S. Hamerow, of Wisconsin. He would 
succeed John Shelton Reed, Jr. Dr. Hamerow 
has served as professor emeritus and chairman 
of the department of history at the University 
of Wisconsin in Madison, WI. 

Alicia Juarrero, of Maryland. She would succeed 
Robert Hollander. Since 1975, Dr. Juarrero has 
served as a professor of philosophy at Prince 
Georges Community College in Largo, MD. 

Alan Charles Kors, of Pennsylvania. He would 
succeed Carolynn Reid-Wallace. Currently Dr. 
Kors serves as a professor of history at the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia, PA. 
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Condoleezza Rice, of California. She would suc- 
ceed David Lowenthal. Currently Dr. Rice 
serves as a professor for the Center for Inter- 
national Security and Arms Control at Stanford 
University in Stanford, CA. 

John R. Searle, of California. He would succeed 
Robert B. Stevens. Since 1967, Dr. Searle has 
served as a professor of philosophy at the Uni- 
versity of California in Berkeley, CA. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include pro- 
motions of members of the Uniformed Serv- 
ices, nominations to the Service Academies, 
or nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted March 24 


Thomas R. Pickering, 

of New Jersey, a career member of the Sen- 
ior Foreign Service, with the personal rank 
of Career Ambassador, to be Ambassador Ex- 
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the United 
States of America to India. 


Gene E. Voigts, 
of Missouri, to be U.S. District Judge for the 
Western District of Missouri, vice Scott O. 
Wright, retired. 


David Spears Addington, 
of Virginia, to be General Counsel of the De- 


partment of Defense, vice Terrence 


O'Donnell, resigned. 


Duane Acker, 
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Agriculture, vice Charles E. Hess, resigned. 


Bruno Victor Manno, 
of Ohio, to be Assistant Secretary of Edu- 
cation for Policy and Planning, vice Charles 
E. M. Kolb, resigned. 


Thomas P. Kerester, 

of Virginia, to be Chief Counsel for Advo- 
cacy, Small Business Administration, vice 
Frank S. Swain, resigned. 
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Submitted March 26 


Manuel H. Quintana, 

of New York, to be U.S. District Judge for 
the Southern District of New York, a new 
position created by P.L. 101-650, approved 
December 1, 1990. 


Richard Nei! Zare, 

of California, to be a member of the National 
Science Board, National Science Founda- 
tion, for the remainder of the term expiring 
May 10, 1992, vice Mary Lowe Good, re- 
signed. 


The following named persons to be mem- 
bers of the National Science Board, National 
Science Foundation, for terms expiring May 
10, 1998: 

F. Albert Cotton, of Texas (reappoint- 

ment). 

Charles Edward Hess, of California, vice 

ag C. Hancock, term expiring. 

John Hopcroft, of New York, vice Fred- 

erick Phillips Brooks, Jr., term expiring. 

James L. Powell, of Pennsylvania (re- 

appointment). 

Frank H. T. _ of New York (re- 

appointment). 

Richard Neil Zare, 

appointment). 


of California (re- 
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Omnibus Insular Areas Act of 1992, state- 
ment—321 

Reclamation States Emergency Drought Re- 
lief Act of 1991, statement—413 

Tax bill printing requirements waiver, state- 
ment—516 

Torture Victim Protection Act of 1991, state- 
ment—465 


Bill Vetoes 


Tax Fairness and Economic Growth Accelera- 
tion Act of 1992, message—510 
U.S.-China Act of 1991, message—386 


Communications to Congress 


See also Bill Vetoes 

Access to Justice Act of 1992, message trans- 
mitting proposed legislation—211 

Alaska, mineral resources, message transmit- 
ting report—334 

Antarctic Treaty, message transmitting Proto- 
col on Environmental Protection—260 

Australia, message transmitting the Protocol 
Amending the Treaty on Extradition—302 

Certification of countries prohibiting yellowfin 
tuna from Venezuela, message—392 

Cyprus conflict, letter transmitting report— 


333 
Federal Budget 
Deferrals, message—302 
Rescissions, messages—302, 440 
Federal Labor Relations Authority, message 
transmitting report—207 
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Communications to Congress—Continued Communications to Federal Agencies— 


Continued 


Finland, message transmitting the Social Se- 
curity agreement with the U.S.—385 
Fishermen’s Protective Act, determination not 
to impose sanctions, letters—71 
Generalized System of Preferences, des- 
ignation of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania 
as beneficiary developing countries, letter 
—217 
Hazardous materials transportation, message 
transmitting report—387 
International agreements, letter transmitting 
report—334 
Ira 
Action to curtail exports, letter—160 
Compliance with United Nations resolu- 
tions, letters—89, 495 
Continuation of the U.S. national emer- 
gency, message—246 
Offensive military capability, letter transmit- 
ting report—248 
Libya, U.S. national emergency, letter—75 
National Drug Control Strategy, message— 
177 
National Science Board report, message—259 
Nuclear cooperation with EURATOM, let- 
ter—437 
Poland, message transmitting a proposed nu- 
clear energy cooperation agreement with 
the U.S.—503 
Spain 
Legal assistance treaty with U.S., message— 
145 
Second Supplementary Extradition Treaty 
with the U.S., message—392 
United Nations, U.S. Government activities, 
message transmitting report—207 
U.S.-U.S.S.R. Standing Consultative Commis- 
sion report, letter—145 
White House Conference on Library and In- 
formation Services, message transmitting re- 
port—424 


Communications to Federal Agencies 


Angola, U.S. assistance, memorandum—293 

Cambodia and Burma, U.S. refugee assist- 
ance, memorandum—516 

Conventional Forces in Europe Treaty Imple- 
mentation Act, memorandum—259 

Estonia, Export-Import Bank services, memo- 
randum—170 

Ethiopia, Export-Import Bank redesignation, 
memorandum—240 

Federal Savings Bond Campaign, memoran- 
dum—505 

Haiti, ey funding for OAS mission, 
memorandum—211 

Kuwait, delegation of reporting authority, 
memorandum—292 


Latvia, Export-Import Bank services, memo- 
randum—170 

Lithuania, Export-Import Bank 
memorandum—170 

Mexico, counternarcotics assistance, memo- 
randum—342 

Narcotics control 
dum—371 

Reducing the burden of Government regula- 
tion, memorandum—232 

Regulatory coordination, memorandums—231, 
232 

Social Security card changes, memorandum— 
238 

South Africa, Export-Import Bank services, 
memorandum—292 

Transportation of Humanitarian Assistance to 
the Former Soviet Union, memorandum— 
135 

United Nations, U.S. payments, memoran- 
dum—237 


services, 


certification, _memoran- 


Executive Orders 


Defense Economic Adjustment Program—119 

Defense Secretary, order of succession—22 

Immigration Reform Act, delegation of report- 
ing functions—238 

National Commission on America’s Urban 

smilies, establishment—464 

Nuclear Cooperation With EURATOM—438 

Presidential Service Certificate and Presi- 
dential Service Badge, continuation—515 

Southwest Asia Service Medal, amendment— 
392 


Interviews With the News Media 


Exchanges with reporters 
Air Force One—326, 483 
Houston, TX—367 
Knoxville, TN—293 
Pensacola, FL—431 
San Antonio, TXK—338, 339, 342, 353 
Sydney, Australia—2 
Tokyo, Japan—59 
White House—87, 206, 240, 244, 303, 387, 

394, 432, 439, 499 

Joint news conferences 
Australia, Prime Minister Keating—9 
Bolivia, President Paz Zamora—351 
Colombia, President Gaviria—350 
Ecuador, President Borja—352 
Japan, Prime Minister Miyazawa—60 
Korea, South, President Roh—35 
Mexico, President Salinas de Gortari—347 
Peru, President Fujimori—338, 349 
Russian Federation, President Yeltsin—191 
Singapore, Prime Minister Goh—23 





Document Categories List to Issues 1-12 


Interviews With the News Media—Continued 
News conferences 
No. 115 (January 2) 

No. 116 (January 4)—23 
Yo. 117 (January 6)—35 
( 
( 


—9 


No. 118 (January 9)—60 

. 119 (January 22)—135 

. 120 (February 1)—191 
No. 121 (February 14)—262 
No. 122 (February 27)—344 
No. 123 (March 11)—444 


Joint Statements 


San Antonio drug summit, San Antonio, TX— 
354 
Strategy for world growth, Japan and the 
U.S.—52 
Letters and Messages 
National African-American (Black) 
Month, message—177 
St. Patrick’s Day, message —465 
Meetings With Foreign Leaders and 
International Officials 


History 


See also Addresses and Remarks; Interviews 
With the News Media; Joint Statements; 
Statements Other Than Presidential 

Australia 
John Hewson—20 
Premier Greiner of New South Wales—21 
Prime Minister Keating—20 

Austria, Chancellor Vranitzky—188 

Belgium, Prime Minister Martens—188 

Bolivia, President Paz Zamora—339, 372 

Canada, Jean Chretien—267 

Cape Verde, Prime Minister Veiga—188 

China, Premier Li Peng—188 

Colombia, President Gaviria—339, 372 

Ecuador, President Borja—188, 372 

France, President Mitterrand—188 

India, Prime Minister Rao—188 

Japan 
Ambassador Murata—143 
Emperor Akihito and Empress Michiko— 

77, 78 
Foreign Minister Watanabe—143 
Former Prime Minister Kaifu—77 
Prime Minister Miyazawa—51, 59, 77, 78, 
183 

Jordan, King Hussein—459 

Korea, South, President Roh—77 

Mexico, President Salinas de Gortari—372 

Morocco, King Hassan II—188 

Peru, President Fujimori—372 

Russian Federation, President Yeltsin—228 

Singapore 
President Wee—23, 77 
Prime Minister Goh—77 
Senior Minister Lee—-77 


Meetings With Foreign Leaders and 
International Officials—Continued 
Sweden, Prime Minister Bildt—304, 315 
Switzerland, President Felber—266 
Turkey, Prime Minister Demirel—240, 242, 
266 
United Kingdom, Prime Minister Major—188 
Venezuela, President Pérez—188 


Proclamations 


American Heart Month—261 

American Red Cross Month—341 

Generalized System of Preferences, amend- 
ments—216, 463 

Girl Scouts of the United States of America 
80th Anniversary Day—440 

Irish-American Heritage Month—401 

Martin Luther King, Jr., Federal Holiday— 
125 

National Day of Prayer—412 

National Public Safety Telecommunicators 
Week—506 

National Safe Boating Week—515 

National Visiting Nurse Associations Week— 
269 

National Women in Agriculture Day—501 

People’s Republic of China, extension of U.S. 
copyright protections to—502 

Save Your Vision Week—332 

Women’s History Month—122 

Year of the American Indian—384 

Year of the Gulf of Mexico—72 


Resignations and Retirements 


National Aeronautics and Space Administra- 
tion, Administrator—258 

National Foundation on the Arts and the Hu- 
manities, National Endowment for the Arts, 
Chairman—309 


Statements by the President 


See also Bill Signings 
Air pollution regulatory relief—504 
Deaths 
Alcorn, Meade—84 , 
Begin, Menachem—432 
Brenner, Glenn—92 
Fay, Albert Bel—387 
Haley, Alex—239 
Hayakawa, S.I.—365 
Operation Desert Storm anniversary—121 
Presidential primaries, results—292, 393, 442, 
504 
Tax legislation passed by the House of Rep- 
resentatives—366 


Statements Other Than Presidential 


Azerbaijan, establishment of diplomatic rela- 
tions—302 





C-6 Administration of George Bush, 1992 


Statements Other Than Presidential— 
Continued 


Statements Other Than Presidential— 
Continued 


Bangladesh, meeting with Prime Minister 
Zia—507 

Bulgaria, meeting with 
Dimitrov—393 

Central Intelligence Agency, Deputy Director, 
resignation—92 

Commerce Department, confirmation of Sec- 
retary Franklin—366 

Death of Rose Bowen—134 

Deputy Chief of Staff to the President, ap- 
pointment—159 

Drug summit in San Antonio, TX, announce- 
ment—145 

El Salvador, 
Cristiani—323 

Export Enhancement Program, review—239 

General Motors plant closings-—331 

Jordan, meeting with King Hussein—459 

Kissimmee Basin restoration project—414 

Moldova, meeting with President Snegur— 
292 

National energy security legislation—304 

National technology initiative, endorsement— 
257 

Ozone depleting substances, phaseout—249 


Prime Minister 


meeting with President 


Portugal, meeting with President Soares—84 

Russian Federation 
Russia-U.S. commission on POW’s and 

MIA’s, establishment-—517 
Telephone conversation with President 
Yeltsin—508 

South Africa, telephone conversation with 
President De Klerk—505 

State Department, Senior Coordinator, ap- 
pointment—227 

Suriname, meeting with 
Venetiaan—207 

Tajikistan, establishment of diplomatic rela- 
tions—302 

Transportation Department, confirmation of 
Secretary Card—309 

Turkey, telephone conversation with Prime 
Minister Demirel-——467 

Turkmenistan, establishment of diplomatic re- 
lations—302 

Ukraine, telephone conversation with Presi- 
dent Kravchuk—366 

Uzbekistan, establishment of diplomatic rela- 
tions—302 

Zambia, meeting with President Chiluba—303 


President 
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